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Governor Branstad Announces Education Reform Plan 
The 2012 Legislative session began on January 9th and Governor Branstad is propos-

ing a wide range of reform policies for education to be debated by the legislature. 

      Some of these reforms include:
• Third Grade Retention – Students finishing 3rd grade who do not meet basic 

literacy requirements would be retained and provided intensive reading 
assistance.

• Students wishing to be trained as teachers must have a minimum 3.0 grade 
point average to be admitted into the education program.

• Teachers must pass a test on specific content knowledge and teaching 
knowledge prior to licensure.

• All teacher evaluations will be annual rather than a three year cycle

• Seniority will become a secondary factor for reducing teaching staff

• A kindergarten readiness assessment will be applied to all voluntary 
preschool programs.

• High School students will have end-of-the-course assessments requirements 
for English, math and science.

• All 11th grade students will be required to take a college entrance 
examination.  (ACT or SAT)

• Less restrictions for starting Charter Schools in Iowa

• A task force will be formed to study teacher compensation and leadership roles 
with recommendations for the 2013 Legislative Session.

 

Governor Branstad has said that the cost of the recommendations to the state would 
be approximately 25 million, of which 17 million would be new appropriations and 8 
million would be reallocation of existing resources.  He did not specify the source of the 
reallocation. 
      We always are looking for ways to improve our educational program for our students 
and welcome the discussion that the new proposals will initiate.  The future of education 
in our state will be a focus of this year’s legislative agenda.   

      

Weather Alert 
Notification 

 The Boyer Valley Community 
School District subscribes to a weath-
er alert notification service known 
as Snowcap.  When the decision is 
made to cancel school or have a late 
start, Snowcap is notified and then a 
notification is sent to area television 
and radio stations.  This service is 
utilized by many western Iowa school 
districts. 

You can receive an electronic alert 
when school alerts are issued.  Sim-
ply go to the Snowcap Alert link on 
our website and click.  This will take 
you to the registration site.  You can 
have an email alert and/or text alert to 
your cell phone. As always, thanks for 
your continued support of the Boyer 
Valley Schools!
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From the desk of Thomas Vint,  
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By Thomas Vint
vintt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us
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Bullpup News
By Mike Weber,  BV North Elementary Principal 
weberm@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Boyer Valley Early Childhood 
Developmental Screening 

The Boyer Valley Community School will be conducting develop-
mental screenings for children in its district on Thursday, February 
9, 2012.  The screening will take place between the hours of 9:00 
AM and 12:00 PM.  If you have a child between the ages of 2 ½ 
and 5 years old and would like him/her assessed in the areas of 
socialization, language, cognitive abilities, motor skills, vision, and 
hearing please call 712-674-3248 to set up an appointment.  There 
is no cost to the parents.  The clinic will be held at St. Patrick’s Par-
ish Center in Dunlap. 

Kindergarten Roundup 
Kindergarten Roundup will be held on March 6, 2012.  If you 

have a child that will be 5-years-old on or before September 15, 
2012, please contact the school if you have not already done so 
(712-674-3248).  Even if you are considering waiting a year to send 
your child to kindergarten, you can bring him/her to Roundup to go 
through the assessments. 

Grandparents’  Day Reminder 
Grandparents’ Day will be held in the spring again this year.  I 

know our students are excited to have their special guests visit our 
school.  The students have a wide variety of skills to show off to 
their guests.  The date for Grandparents’ Day is Thursday, April 5, 
2012, from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM.  More information will be coming 
regarding this big event. 

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) will be held in the elementary 

during the week of January 30, 2012.  Teachers usually break the 
testing up so the students just have to do a couple tests each day.  
Please make sure your child is well fed and well rested during that 
week so their little brains are working at full power!! 

NWEA Testing Dates 
The NWEA tests are done twice each year.  The BV elementary 

students will be completing their NWEA tests from February 27 to 
March 16.  The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and a “second assess-
ment” are required by schools in Iowa.  The NWEA is our “second 
assessment”.  Please discuss with your child the importance of 
giving his/her best efforts on the ITBS and the NWEA tests. 
 

Spring PT Conferences 
Our spring Parent/Teacher conferences will be held on Monday, 

March 19 and Tuesday, March 20.  Conferences will be held be-
tween the hours of 4:00 PM and 7:30 PM.  Elementary conferences 
will be scheduled for 15 minutes for each student.  Students will be 
dismissed from school at 2:15/2:30 PM on both days.  There will be 
no school on Friday, March 23, 2012. 

School will not  
be in session  

on the following dates: 
February 17 & 20 due to mid-winter break

March 12 due to Staff Development 

March 23 due to PT conferences

April 6 & 9 due to Easter break (April 5 – 
2:15/2:30 PM dismissal)

PreSchoolNews
By Stefanie Staben,  Boyer Valley Pre-School Director
stabens@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Dates to Remember
Feb. 3 - no preschool, staff development
Feb. 9 - no preschool, child fair from 9am-noon  
  at St. Patrick’s Parish Center
Feb. 9 - Winter/Spring Family Fun Night  
  6:30-7:30pm in Dow City
Mar. 6 - no preschool, kdg. roundup
Mar. 30 - no preschool, staff development
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StuCoNews
By Jayne Klein, HS Student Council Advisor 
kleinja@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

It seems crazy to know we are 
over half way done with school! This 
second semester just seems to fly 
right by. Student Council will have 
a busy couple months here at 
Boyer Valley and before you know 
it, the end of the year will be here.  

Over the Christmas break, a new television was 
installed in the commons area. We receive grant money from 
The Community Bank of Dunlap every year to use for some-
thing in the school, and this year we used a big portion of the 
money to purchase this TV from Bonsall’s TV & Appliance. 
We are very thankful to The Community Bank in Dunlap for 
their continuing support. The television will be used to show 
school announcements, highlights from school activities, 
sporting events, and other important information.  

In February, members of the Student Council will be selling 
valentines. Students will be able to purchase them the week 
of Valentine’s Day for someone special and have them deliv-
ered throughout the week.  

March 1-22 will be the dates of our annual Pennies for 
Patients campaign. In the high school, the students will be 
having “penny wars”, middle school will also collect pennies, 
and this year we have invited the elementary to join in on this 
campaign. We work together with The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society in Des Moines on this campaign, and money collected 
goes to help our honor patient, Dylan, 14 years old. Since the 
elementary is in a different building, they will have their own 
honor patient. We have invited Woodbine school and Charter 
Oak-Ute to a challenge to see which high school class can 
raise more money. We are excited to involve surrounding 
schools to take part in this. The winning class will be awarded 
a pizza and pop party during one of their lunches. The middle 
school will be awarded a root beer float party if they reach a 
certain goal, and we will have a similar award for the elemen-
tary. So any extra change that may be found around your 
house, please feel free to send it to the school to donate to this 
great cause. We will end the Pennies for Patients campaign 
with Gnimocemoh week, March 19-22. 

More information will 
come regarding dress 
up days for this week, 
and our annual BV 
Optimist/Student Council 
dodgeball game.

TeamMates
By Sarah Malone, coordinator
malones@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

January was National Mentoring Month.  
To celebrate, Teammates mentors and 
mentees attended a Creighton basket-
ball game on Saturday, Jan. 21st.  The 

annual Teammates Day at the Creighton 
Blue Jays brought over 1,000 mentors and 

mentees together from the 100+ chapters 
across Iowa and Nebraska.

2nd Annual Coin Challenge a Success
Woodbine Teammates and Boyer Valley 

Teammates competed against one another in a 
coin challenge from mid-Oct. through January 

13th.  The challenge kicked off at the Boyer 
Valley/Woodbine football game and concluded 
at the Boyer Valley/Woodbine basketball game.  

Boyer Valley won the challenge for the second 
straight year with a total of $720.44 collected.  Woodbine’s total 
was $358.71.  Thank you to everyone who placed spare change 
in the containers at local businesses!  We greatly appreciate your 
support!!

One-Hour-Walk to take place in April
The Teammates board is planning a one-hour-walk which will 

take place in April.  Look for details in the April newsletter.  The one 
hour represents the time a mentor spends with their mentee each 
week.  We have many students who are waiting to be matched with 
a mentor.  If you are interested in volunteering one hour a week to 
make a difference in the life of a child please contact Sarah Malone 
or visit www.teammates.org.  We currently have 12 matches and 
our goal is to have 20 by the end of the school year.  Help us meet 
our goal!

Thank You TeamMates Mentors -- Tom Amsberry, Tricia Roberts, 
Becky Berens, Pastor Carla Johnsen, Sharon Lee, Todd Denton, 
Nancy Mitchell, Melanie Laubscher, Maryann Brown, Joni Houston, 
Becky Eimermann, and Theresa McAllister -- For your encourage-
ment, guidance, and inspiration. You are making an impact on the 
youth of our community.

You can’t expect 
to be a “lucky dog” 

if you spend 
all your time growling.



NewsNotes
BookFair Be sure the mark on your calendar that the 

Scholastic Bookfair-Bookfair. It’s a reading celebration, will be 
held in the Research Room, off the commons, in the MS/HS 
building.  The dates for the bookfair are: Monday, March 19 and 
Tuesday, March 20 during parent/teacher conferences.  The 
bookfair will be open to the public on Monday and Tuesday  from 
2:00pm until 7:30 pm.  The bookfair will offer books for all ages, 
from preschool through middle/high school readers.  Be sure to 
mark March 19 and March 20 on your calendar, hope to see you 
there! ~Mrs. Lee

EarlyRelease Second semester seniors with a study 
hall last hour of the day are allowed senior release with their 
parent’s approval.  If a student is on the D and F list or is not on 
track to graduate, the student will be required to attend study hall 
until his/her grades are in order.

GraduationDay Commencement will be at 2:30 
p.m. May 13, 2012, in the high school gym.

&
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Principally 
Speaking
By Chad Straight, BV South 6-12 Principal 
straightc@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Drivers’Ed
By Stacy Pippitt, pippitts@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Driver Education classes will begin on Feb. 26. A schedule with 
class and driving times will be available on the first day of class. 
Check in the office for the form that needs to be returned to the 
school. Along with the form there will be a $200 fee for books 
and materials. The deadline for the fee and form is Feb. 18. All 
students will be responsible for their own transportation to the 
classes and driving sessions. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the school.

SpeechNews
By Kris Johnson, HS English 
johnsonk@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Congratulations to the Speech Teams that received 1’s at the 
District Large Group Speech Contest.

Jordon Stief, Rosario Nelson, Damon Hopkins, and Jasmine 
Riley won for their One Act play. Jim Cogdill, Nicholas Johnson, 
and Dylan Mefferd won for their Group Improvisation. 

On Saturday, January 21, the BV Speech Team went to Thomas 
Jefferson High School in Council Bluffs for the IHSSA District 
Large Group Speech Contest.  Our students are competing in five 
events.  Seniors Jordon Stief and Rosario Nelson, and sopho-
mores Damon Hopkins and Jasmine Riley are performing the one 
act play Three on a Bench, and they are also competing in group 
improvisation.  Two other improv groups include seniors  Nisha 
Hull, Megan Mitchell, Rachel Coenen, and Megan Mitchell; and 
sophomores Nicholas Johnson, Dylan Mefferd, and Jim Cogdill.  
Senior Brian Steele is entering a video called Rocky VII  in the 
experimental short film category Short Film.

Several students are preparing their pieces for individual events 
contest on February 25 in Logan.

Boyer Valley Students 
Send Appropriate Message
Equity, Bullying, Harassment

      One of the responsibilities of the equity coordinator in the 
school district is that he/she needs to report to the public concern-
ing equity issues.  I am the equity coordinator in the Boyer Valley 
School District, and in this brief article I will describe one way the 
students at Boyer Valley are sending the message that we support 
all students’ right to an equal and appropriate education while not 
being bullied and harassed.

      One of the best ways to promote a receptive, positive 
environment is to encourage students and staff to recognize 
and respect individuals.  Following this theme, the administra-
tion, teachers, and staff are working with some of our students to 
create posters of our own students giving advice about treating 
others with respect.  Mrs. Hanigan’s computer applications class 
is designing the posters using photos of Boyer Valley secondary 
and elementary students (with parent consent).  The posters will 
be placed around the high school, middle school, and elementary.  
The posters will contain messages about respecting others.

      The goal is to remind students of the importance of respect-
ing others and also remind them that bullying and harassment 
is not tolerated at Boyer Valley.  Each year Mr. Marlin and I give 
a lengthy speech at the beginning of the year about the conse-
quences of mistreating other students, and we encourage students 
to treat others the way they themselves like to be treated.  We also 
describe the process for reporting bullying and harassment and 
encourage students to report instances of bullying.

      The teachers and staff emphasize the importance of treating 
others with respect as well.  Recently at our staff development the 
Boyer Valley teachers and administration participated in profes-
sional development regarding equity topics in schools and how 
to be proactive in creating a positive, secure school environment 
for all students.  At Boyer Valley we are always looking for ways 
to improve our school district and starting with a safe, supportive 
environment is critical to that goal.

See page 7 of  this newsletter
for more information about equity
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MusicNews
By Jim Jordan, MS/HS Music Director 
jordanj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

SWIBA Honor Band:  Congratulations to Rosa-
rio Nelson for being selected and representing the Boyer Valley 
band at SWIBA High School Honor Band, which was held in Red 
Oak, IA on Monday, January 16th.  Rosario helped contribute to a 
fantastic evening concert.

Buena Vista Honor Band:  Congratulations 
to Madison Seuntjens & Jarlin Arroyo in the junior high and Lexi 
Seuntjens, Holly Brock, and Joel Heaps in the high school for be-
ing selected for the Buena Vista Honor Band.  The concert will be 
held on Saturday, February 25th, in Storm Lake at the college. 

Western Valley Conference Honor Band:  
Junior high students selected to the WVC Honor Band are Madi-
son Seuntjens, Lara Laubscher, Michael Bendixen, Jarlin Arroyo, 
Walter Schaben, Claire Gambs, Mali Bounsana, Blake Koch, and 
Liberty Monk.  High school students are Chelsy Kremin, Ann Bunt-
en, Rosario Nelson, Lexi Seuntjens, Holly Brock, Jordon Stief, 
Damon Hopkins, Alex Whiteing, and Joel Heaps.  The concert will 
be held on Monday, March 19th, in Woodbine at the school. 

Spring Musical:  The Boyer Valley High School Music 
Department is pleased to announce our upcoming musical-“The 
Phantom of the Soap Opera.”  Mr. Jordan is excited to be directing 
his first musical as director, after performing in musicals throughout 
his high school years at West Monona in Onawa.  Auditions were 
held in mid-January and rehearsals are starting.  Performance 
dates for the musical are March 30 & 31.  If anyone has equipment, 
props, costumes, or anything else they’d like to contribute, please 
contact Mr. Jordan or a member of the cast & crew. 

6th Grade Solo Contest:  The 6th grade band 
members will be practicing and taking a solo to a solo contest 
held in Onawa, IA on March 15th.  Approximate start time for the 
contest is 4:00 p.m. A schedule will be sent to all parents of these 
students a few weeks in advance so they are informed of their 
child’s performance time. 

Pops Concert:  The Pops Concert will be held this 
year on April 19th at 6:30 p.m.  There will be many small group/
solo performances as well as performances by our 6-12 choirs & 
bands.  We hope to see you there!

Order YOUR Annual Now
Some people like to have a yearbook for every year they’ve 

been in school (K-12, plus college!). Is there something special 
about this year that you’d like to remember?

We have a team of eleven high school students working on 
pictures, layouts, headlines and captions to make the 2011-12 
Yearbook the best ever. 

At only $36, our books are much less 
expensive than other schools in our area. 

Most charge over $42. We’ve heard of some 
schools that charge as much as $60! We 

haven’t raised the price in ten years! 
Look for the order form in this newsletter, order online at the 

school Website, or contact any of our staff members. The more 
books they sell, the better their grade.

We still have 2010-11 Books
If you didn’t order last year’s yearbook, or ordered it but still 

haven’t picked it up, we haven’t got many more, but you can still get 
them while they last for just $36. Ask in either of the school offices, 
see Mr. Mallory in the HS Art Room, or ask an Archive Staffer.

Get YOUR Pictures in the Yearbook
The ‘Archive’ needs pictures of Junior High Basketball, both boys’ 

& girls’ and of Wrestling, both HS and Junior High. Can you help us?
Want to share YOUR pictures with us? 

Simply visit http://www.replayit.com and register (for free) and 
you’ll be able to see all the pictures we’re putting in the yearbook, 
plus more. More importantly, you’ll be able to upload yours too. It’s 
easy and fun! Of course, you can also email them to Mr. Mallory or 
send them in on a disk or flash drive which we’ll return to you. Sub-
mit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is 5/23/2012.

Show Your Support for Boyer Valley
Purchase a Yearbook Ad

Thank you to all the local businesses supporting us SO FAR this 
year. These advertisers make it possible to have our yearbook, 
so please give them your business. If you’d like to help support us 
too, look for an advertising contract in this newsletter, or talk to a 
yearbook staff member.

2012 Archive Staff
Christian Leisinger, Editor

Ashley Thompson, Managing Editor
Robert Willis, Advertising Director

Dylan Mefferd
Kameren Park

Robert Ritterbush
Renea Siemer

theArchiveYRBK
By Ted Mallory, ‘Archive’ Advisor, malloryt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

See page 11 of  this newsletter
for a 2012 yearbook order form

ArtShow
By Ted Mallory, malloryt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Boyer Valley students should submit their artworks to Mr. 
Mallory by Thursda,y March 15, for entry into the Western Valley 
Conference Art Show. 

The 2012 WVC Art Show will be hosted at OABCIG on Thurs-
day, March 22. The show will be held in the OABCIG High School 
gym. The show is open to the public from 12:15-3:00pm. 

Student workshops will run from 9:30am-12:15pm. Awards will 
be announced after 1:15pm.
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Counselor’s 
Corner

By Paul Marlin, MS/HS Guidance 
marlinp@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Welcome to another addition 
of the Counselor’s Corner!  
This week’s edition will preview 
the upcoming events for Febru-
ary and March. 

Elementary Guidance Lessons
In February I will be teaching guidance lessons on responsibility 

and in March I will be teaching about perseverance.  Through these 
guidance lessons, students will learn how being responsible and 
persevering will help make them successful. 

Freshman Orientation
There will be freshman orientation for current 8th grade students 

and their parents on March 20 at 6:45 p.m. in the community room.  
We will cover such topics as high school graduation requirements, 
course offerings, extracurricular activities, and more.  I encourage 
all 8th graders and their parents to attend the meeting. 

ITBS Testing
Elementary and middle school students will be taking the Iowa 

Test of Basic Skills on the last week of January/first week of 
February. 

*Parents of the test takers, please help your children get plenty 
of sleep that week and make sure that they eat breakfast.  Re-
search shows that students who eat breakfast and are well rested 
have increased attention spans and do better on tests.  I also 
encourage you to talk with your children about the importance of 
the tests and about taking them seriously.  Thank you so much! 

Jammers
In February and March we will be teaching students test taking 

skills, organization, goal setting, and about respecting others. 

PLAN Test
In February, sophomores will have the opportunity to take the 

PLAN test.  The PLAN test is a Pre-ACT test that gives students an 
idea of what the ACT and SAT are like.  Students are not required 
to take the test; however, I strongly recommend taking it, because it 
will be an asset to them when they take the ACT and/or SAT.  There 
is a small fee to take the test. 

Shelby County Career Fair
Every year I take all of the sophomores and juniors to Harlan for 

a Career Fair.  Students will have the opportunity to attend semi-
nars on potential careers. Students will learn all about particular 
careers including information about the career, amount of education 
required, job outlook, salary, and more.  Currently the date has not 
been set; however, I anticipate it to be sometime in March. 

Clothing Closet
In January, Boyer Valley created clothing closets at the 

Elementary and MS/HS.  The purpose of the clothing closets is 
to help provide free clothing and hygiene supplies to students 
in need.  Students in need of any of these items can meet with 
me to go through the items in the clothing closet and get what-
ever they need for free.  Students will get the items discretely, 
so that no one else knows about it.  Donations can be brought 
to me at either school, I just ask that all items are new or lightly 
used, clean, and do not have any holes in them.  If you wish to 
donate money, please do so in the form of a Wal-Mart gift card 
(this makes it easier for me to purchase items). 

FAFSA
It is the time of the year for high school seniors to fill out their 

FAFSA’s.  The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is 
an application that all college bound seniors must fill out if they want 
financial aid for college.  In order for the FAFSA to be completed, 
all seniors must have their parent/guardian’s completed 2011 tax 
returns.  If parents/guardians have not completed their tax returns 
yet, they should do so as soon as possible so that the FAFSA can 
be completed.  The FAFSA can be completed for free at www.fafsa.
ed.gov.  If you are nervous about filling out the FAFSA, there is an 
event called Iowa College Goal Sunday (though the event is on a 
Saturday) in which FAFSA professionals will fill out your FAFSA for 
FREE.  The event is on Saturday, February 25 from 10am-2pm at 
the Western Iowa Tech Community College in Denison, IA.  This 
is a great opportunity for you to save time, reduce your stress, and 
have your FAFSA filled out for free by professionals.  I gave all of 
the seniors information about this event, which they should have 
already brought home to you.  If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact me at the school.  For more information on filling out your 
FAFSA, you can visit www.studentaid.ed.gov/completefafsa and 
www.studentaid.ed.gov/pubs. 

Scholarships
Although financial aid is extremely important, high school seniors 

should be devoting a lot of time focusing on scholarships.  I recom-
mend that seniors devote a minimum of 1 hour every week towards 
filling out scholarships.  There are plenty of scholarships available 
for seniors; however, it takes time to search for scholarships and 
submit quality scholarship applications.  I encourage parents to take 
time and talk to their children about scholarships and how much 
money they can save in the long run by getting scholarships.  Par-
ents and students are welcome to contact me at school about any 
questions they have about scholarships. 

Tutoring Program
This year I started a tutoring program at the MS/HS.  Students 

who want extra help academically can talk to me, and I do my best 
to set them up with a Junior or Senior tutor.  So far the tutoring 
program has been a great success. 

If you have any questions or have ideas for how to improve our 
guidance program, please feel free to contact me at 712-643-2258 
or marlinp@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us.
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Coordination Responsibilities
Coordination responsibilities must be pro-active and go far 

beyond solely investigating the complaints of students, parents, 
and employees.  Coordinator responsibilities extend through every 
aspect of an agency’s policies, programs and practices.  However 
they can be placed in six basic categories.  They are: 

Knowledge of Federal and State Law:  Develop and maintain 
a working knowledge of Title IX (gender equity), Section 504 and 
Americans with Disabilities Act (disability equity), Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act (race/national origin equity) and relevant state laws.

Policies and Procedures:  To ensure that the agency has the 
required board policies and grievance procedures in place.

Dissemination of Information:  To ensure that information about 
the non-discrimination policies, harassment/bullying/hazing poli-

cies, the name and contact information for the 
equity coordinator(s), and information about the 
related grievance procedure is disseminated an-
nually to board members, administrators, and all 
employees, students, parents and applicants for 
employment.  This information must be included 
in all major annual publications and the district’s 
website.

Professional Development:  To arrange for 
the training of staff and students that will make 
them aware of their rights under the legislation as 
well as assist them to carry out their responsibili-
ties under the law.

Facilitate the Grievance Process:  To medi-
cate conflicts and to ensure prompt and effective 
processing of complaints through the facilitation of 
the agency’s board adopted civil rights grievance 
procedure.

Monitoring:  To monitor the agency’s com-
pliance with the legislation by reviewing and 
disseminating disaggregated student achieve-
ment data, building and course enrollment data, 
student activity data, and, employment and 
personnel data.  Membership on district advisory 

committees should be monitored for gender balance, the inclusion 
of individuals representing diverse racial/ethnic groups, as well as 
person with disabilities.

 
Questions regarding the responsibilities of the  

Educational Equity Coordinator can be referred to: 

Isaiah McGee
Consultant for Equity and Achievement Gaps
Division of Learning and Results
Iowa Dept. of Education
Grimes State Office Bldg.
Des Moines, IA  50319
515-725-2866
Isaiah-Mcqee@iowa.gov

Or

Chad Straight
MS/HS Principal/Equity Coordinator
Boyer Valley School
1102 Iowa Ave.
Dunlap, IA  51529
712-643-2258
straightc@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

 

 EQUITY    
 COORDINATOR

Role and Function of the 
Educational Equity Coordinator

Iowa Department of Education
Division of Learning and Results, August 2011 

One of the procedural requirements of Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 banning discrimination on 
the basis of sex, Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 barring discrimination on the 
basis of disability and Chapter 95 of the Iowa 
Administrative Code banning discrimination in 
employment and requiring affirmative action 
plans is that educational agencies and requir-
ing affirmative action plans is that educational 
agencies assign an employee the responsibility 
of coordinating their compliance efforts.  There 
is no similar procedural requirement for Title 
VI for the Civil Right Act of 1964, which bans 
discrimination on the basis of race and national 
origin in education.  However, for the sake of 
fairness it is recommended that the coordina-
tor’s responsibilities include issues related to 
race and national origin.  

School districts may choose to designate one 
coordinator, or they may choose to assign two 
or more persons to serve as coordinators.  This 
is often determined by the size of the district or 
educational agency.  Some agencies choose 
to have one coordinator for employment and 
another program for issues.  Others choose to 
have a coordinator for issues related to race and national origin, 
another coordinator for issues related to gender, and another for 
issues related to disability.  If there is more than one coordinator, 
all should be identified in the notices that go out to staff, students, 
parents, and the community.  It is also important that if multiple 
individuals are assigned, they communicate with one another and 
work together as a team.  

 
Although the designation of a coordinator does not diminish 

the ultimate legal responsibility of an agency’s governing body 
and chief executive officer, it establishes responsibility and ac-
countability for coordinating and monitoring the activities neces-
sary to ensure compliance with educational equity laws.  It is 
the responsibility of the chief executive office to ensure that an 
equity coordinator has been named and that they are carrying 
out their responsibilities under the law.  The effectiveness of the 
educational equity coordinator is critical to an agency’s efforts to 
comply with civil rights related requirements.  It is essential hat 
the designated employee’s job description and annual objectives 
include their equity-related responsibilities. 
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• Feb 7 After-Prom Meeting @ 7 in Dunlap 

• Mar 3 BV Scrap Booking  
 (After-Prom Fund Raiser)

• March 5 After-Prom Meeting  
 @ 7 in Dunlap

• March 24 Soup Cook-off and Auction  
 (After-Prom Fund Raiser)

• April 2 Tailgate Track Meet  
 (After-Prom Fund Raiser)

• April 3 After-Prom Meeting @ 7 in Dunlap

• April 16 After-Prom Meeting @ 7 in Dunlap

•  April 21 Prom and After-Prom

AfterProm

 

Cook-off/Auction & Dance 
Boyer Valley After-Prom 
Fundraiser 

 
Please support the Boyer Valley After Prom at our 

Annual Cook-off and Action 
 

 
St. Patrick’s Parish Center 

March 24th 
Contestants can set up from 4:00-5:00 

Judging starts at 5:00 

The public can sample cook-off items and  
eat dinner from 5:00-7:00 

Auction from 7:00-8:00 
Dance to follow by Shakes and Rockwell 

 

 

 

 
Spring and the inevitable prom are fast approaching.  Thank you to 
those who have helped with fund raising activities. We still need A LOT 
of help to raise money, plan, and pull off the big event!  
 
Please attend the following meetings. They will be held at the 
Dunlap High School Commons at 7:00 p.m.  
 
February 7th          April 3rd                 April 16th  
 
Please help with the following events: 
 
Scrapbooking Crop and Vendor Fair 
March 3rd 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Contact Karen Hoffmann (269-7893) 
 
Cook-off and Auction and Dance  
March 24 4:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. Contact Karen Klein (643-2265) 
 
Track Tailgate 
April 2 after school. Contact Tony Ritterbush (592-0012) 
 
Can Collections 
Various times. Contact Paula Eickholt (592-9538) 
 
After Prom 
April 21st ALL NIGHT LONG!!!  
Contact Julie Wood (216-0123) Kami Behrendt (592-0388)  
Sheila Hanigan (269-2586) Donna Putnam (674-3717)  
Robin Seimer (269-8993) 
 
 

Important Information: 
Junior/Senior  

Siemer



-9-

    From the
Nurse’s Office
By Jodi Klein, RN School Nurse 
kleinj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Flu Facts
Influenza is a highly contagious viral infection that affects 

mainly the nose, throat, chest and lungs. The flu may cause mild 
to severe illness, and may even lead to death. In the very young, 
the elderly, and those with other serious medical conditions, infec-
tion can lead to severe complications such as pneumonia.
Symptoms of Influenza

Symptoms of influenza include:
• Fever (typically ≥100° F)
•  Headache
•  Extreme tiredness
• Dry cough
• Sore throat
• Runny or stuffy nose
• Muscle aches
• Stomach symptoms, such as nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea, 

also can occur but are more common in children than adults

Emergency Warning Signs of Influenza
In children, emergency warning signs that need urgent medical 

attention include:
• Fast breathing or trouble breathing
• Bluish skin color
• Not drinking enough fluids
• Not waking up or not interacting
• Being so irritable that the child does not want to be held
• Flu-like symptoms improve but then return with fever and 

worse cough
• Fever with a rash

Infectious Period
People may be able to infect each other one day before symp-

toms occur and up to 10 days after being sick.

The Spread of Influenza
Flu viruses mainly spread from person to person through 

coughing or sneezing of people with influenza. Sometimes people 
may become infected by touching something with flu viruses on 
it and then touching their mouth or nose. Most healthy adults 
may be able to infect others beginning one day before symptoms 
develop and up to five days after becoming sick. That means that 
you may be able to pass on the flu to someone else before you 
know you are sick, as well as while you are sick.

How can you prevent the flu?
The single best way to prevent the flu is to get vaccinated each  

  year. There are two types of vaccines:
• The “flu” shot- an inactivated vaccine (containing killed virus) 

that is given with a needle. The flu shot is approved for use 
in people six months of age and older, including healthy 
people and people with chronic medical conditions.

• The nasal-spray flu vaccine (FluMist ®) - a vaccine made 
with live, weakened flu viruses that do not cause the flu. 
Nasal mist is approved for use in healthy people 2-49 years 
of age who are not pregnant.

About two weeks after vaccination, antibodies develop that pro-
tect against influenza virus infection. Flu vaccines will not protect 
against flu-like illnesses caused by non-influenza viruses.

If you get the flu:
• Stay home from work or school
• Make sure and get plenty of rest and water
• Over-the-counter medications may relieve symptoms
• Consult your doctor

Why you should get the flu vaccine every year
The influenza virus changes every year as it makes its way around 

the world. Since the exact flu viruses are almost never the same from 
year to year, the strains of influenza in the vaccine changes each 
year. This is why you need to get a new flu vaccine every year. The 
vaccine only protects you from influenza for one year.

Vaccination
Yearly flu vaccination should begin as soon as the vaccine be-

comes available, usually early in the fall. This will provide protec-
tion for the entire flu season.

Who should get vaccinated?
Yearly flu vaccination is recommended for all persons 6 months 

of age and older, and is especially important for those people at 
high risk for developing flu-related complications, such as children 
younger than five; adults 65 years of age and older; pregnant 
women; and people with certain medical conditions like heart and 
lung problems, and diabetes.

The Nasal Spray Vaccine
Vaccination with the nasal spray flu vaccine (FluMist ®) is an 

option for healthy people 2-49 years of age who are not pregnant, 
even healthy persons who live with or care for those in a high risk 
group. The one exception is healthy persons who care for persons 
with severely weakened immune systems who require a protected 
environment; these healthy persons should get the inactivated 
vaccine.

Iowa Department of Public Health
Revised Nov 2011 General Public

For more information on influenza visit our website at: 
www.idph.state.ia.us/adper/flu.asp.
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Sp   rts
High School Basketball

Day Date Opponent  Level  Location Time    
Thu 02/02/12  Western Valley Conference B Varsity  TBA TB A
Fri 02/03/12  Western Valley Conference G Varsity  TBA TBA
Sun 02/05/12  WVC CHAMPIONSHIP G/B Varsity Away 6:00 PM
Fri 02/10/12 South Central Calhoun B JV/Varsity Away 6:00 PM

Dog Watching
For updates, watch the school Website or our online calendar:

http://www.boyer-valley.k12.ia.us
http://calendar.boyer-valley.k12.ia.us/bvcalendar

High School
HEAD COACH:  Matthew Mentink, mmentink@woodbine.k12.ia.us

DATE MEET/OPPONENT   LOCATION TIME
FEB. 4 SECTIONAL          TBA  12:00
FEB. 11 DISTRICT     TBA     12:00
FB.16-18 STATE     DES MOINES TBA 
 
P.N. – Parent’s Night 
*-Conference Meets

Junior High
Coach:  Adam Cox, acox@woodbine.k12.ia.us 
 
DATE MEET/OPPONENT    LOCATION TIME             
FEB. 2 OABCIG/MVAO/Denison Odebolt  4:00  
FEB. 7 St. Albert, West Harrison Mondamin 4:00   
FEB. 14 LoMa/AHST/ElkHorn Woodbine 3:45   
FEB. 22 Denison/MVAO/Westwood Denison  4:00  
FEB. 28 West Monona/ West Harrison  Mondamin 4:00  

Boyer Valley/Woodbine
Wrestling Academic

&FineArts
February 25

Speech - District Individual Events

March 10
Speech- State Individual

March 12
4:00 pm Science Quiz Bowl 

Conference Tournament  
at Woodbury Central

March 19
Western Valley Conference Honor 

Band at Woodbine

March 22
Western Valley Conference Art Show

ar OABCIG in Ida Grove

March 26
Speech - All State Festival

March 30-31
High School Musical

‘Phantom of the Soap-Opera’
Dunlap (BVS) Auditorium

&    More
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