
 

Boyer Valley 
United States History 

Standards and Benchmarks 
 

 
Global connections of 
people, places, and 
environment 

Political systems and the 
rights and responsibilities 
of citizens 

Ways people live, behave, and 
interact. 

Time, continuity, and change Ways people organize for 
distribution and consumption of 
goods and services  

United States 
History 

Grade 11 
 

1.1  Understands why the 
Americas attracted 
Europeans 
 
1.2  Understands how 
Europeans struggled for 
control of North America 
• Knows the causes and 

effects of the French 
and Indian War 

 
1.3  Understands how 
increasing immigration 
changed American lives 
and led to regional 
tensions
• Understands the 

differences between the 
“Old Immigrants” and 
the “New Immigrants”  

• Understands the 
challenges immigrants 
faced in society in the 
late 19th century 

 
1.4 Understands 
how the westward 
movement changed 
American lives and led to 
regional tensions 
 
1.5  Understands the 
changing role of the United 
States in world affairs 
through World War I 
• Understands the effects 

of the War of 1812 

2.1  Understands how 
political institutions 
emerged in the English 
colonies 
• Identifies 
influences on the 
development of 
representative 
government in 
colonial America, 
e.g. Mayflower 
Compact, House 
of Burgesses, etc. 
 
2.2   Understands  
the institutions and 
practices of government 
created during the 
Revolution and how these 
elements were revised 
between 1787 and 1815 to 
create the foundation of 
the American political 
system based on the U.S. 
Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights 
• Understands how 

Federalists and Anti-
Federalists differed 

• Understands the 
fundamental principles 
of the Constitution 

• Understands the Bill of 
Rights and various 
challenges to it 

• Understands the 
significance of the 

3.1  Understands the societies in 
the Americas, Western Europe, 
and Western Africa before 1500
• Identifies similarities and 

differences among Native 
American societies 

• Understands the social, 
economic, and political 
factors that stimulated 
overseas exploration 

• Identifies characteristics of 
Western African societies 

 
3.2 Understands 
cultural interactions among 
previously unconnected people 
resulting from European 
exploration and colonization 
• Understands the political and 

religious factors that 
influenced English, Spanish, 
French, and Dutch 
colonization of the Americas 

• Understands the social and 
ecological impact of the 
Columbian Exchange 

 
3.3 Understands how religious 
and social institutions emerged 
in the English colonies
• Understands the 

characteristics of Puritanism 
and its impact on the 
development of America 

• Describes the impact of the 
dissension of Roger Williams 
and Anne Hutchinson  

4.1  Understands the causes of the 
American Revolution, and the 
ideas and interests involved in 
shaping the revolutionary 
movement
• Summarizes the impact of 

Enlightenment ideas on leaders 
of the revolution and on the 
formation of the Declaration of 
Independence 

• Understands the policies of the 
British government that led to 
revolution 

 
4.2 Understands 
the reasons for the American 
victory in the Revolutionary War 
• Understands the major political 

and strategic factors that led to 
the American victory in the 
Revolutionary War  

• Understands the contributions of 
France during the American 
Revolution 

• Understands the major points of 
the Treaty of Paris 

 
4.3  Understands the territorial 
expansion of the United States 
between 1801 and 1861, and how it 
affected relations within the United 
States and with external powers 
• Understands the impact of the 

Louisiana Purchase 
• Understands the political 

interests and views regarding 
the War of 1812 

5.1  Understands why 
Americans brought enslaved 
Africans to their colonies and 
how slavery reshaped life in the 
Americas
• Understands the development 

of  the slave system in 
America 

• Understands the contributions 
of slaves to the economic 
development of America 

 
5.2  Understands how the values 
and institutions of European 
economic life took root in the 
colonies 
• Understands the 

characteristics of 
mercantilism in colonial 
America 

 
5.3  Understands the 
impact of the American 
Revolution on the economy 
• Understands the economic 

problems faced during and 
after the Revolution 

• Understands the efforts of the 
Continental Congress and the 
states to rebuild the economy 
after the Revolution 

 
5.4  Understands how the rise of 
corporations, heavy industry, 
and mechanized farming 
transformed American society
• Understands the development 

th



• Understands the major 
provisions of the Monroe 
Doctrine 

• Understands the effects 
of U.S. wars to build 
empire, e.g. Mexican 
War and Spanish-
American War 

• Identifies periods of 
neutrality and 
isolationism in response 
to world affairs 

• Understands the 
Roosevelt Corollary to 
the Monroe Doctrine 

• Understands the U.S. 
role in the Panamanian 
Revolution of 1903 

• Understands the 
causes, course, and 
impact of World War I 
prior to U.S. entry 

• Understands how the 
home front influenced 
and was influenced by 
U.S. involvement in 
World War I 

• Understands reasons for 
U.S. entry into World 
War I 

• Understands influences 
on the outcome of World 
War I and 
consequences of the 
provisions in the Treaty 
of Versailles 

 
1.6  Understands how 
World War II reshaped the 
U.S. role in world affairs 
• Understands the U.S. 

role in rebuilding post-
WWII Europe 

• Understands the U.S. 
role in rebuilding Japan 
after World War II 

• Understands the 
reasons for the 
emergence of the U.S. 
as a world power after 

decisions of the 
Marshall Court on the 
development of the 
Supreme Court and a 
strong national 
government 

• Understands the 
factors that led to the 
development of the 
two-party system 

• Understands the 
factors that led to the 
Whiskey Rebellion 

 
2.3  Understands the 
extension, restriction, and 
reorganization of political 
democracy after 1800
• Understands 

Jeffersonian 
Republicanism 

• Identifies ways 
democratic 
participation increased 
during the Age of 
Jackson 

• Describes how 
restrictions to voting 
rights based on wealth, 
race, and gender 
changed over time 

• Describes how the 
process of  nominating 
and electing office 
holders changed over 
time 

 
2.4  Understands 
how the Cold War 
influenced domestic and 
international politics 
• Understands the 

various anti-communist 
movements that 
developed in the 
United States after 
World War II 

 
2.5  Understands 
the struggle for racial 

lit d f th

• Understands the political and 
religious influences of the 
Great Awakening 

• Understands characteristics 
of the social structure of 
colonial America 

 
3.4  Understands how the 
industrial revolution changed 
American lives and led to 
regional tensions
 
3.5  Understands how the rapid 
expansion of slavery led to 
regional tensions
 
3.6  Understands the sources 
and character of reform 
movements in the antebellum 
period 
• Describes the social impact of 

the Second Great Awakening 
• Describes the ideas of 

Transcendentalism 
• Understands changing 

gender roles in the 
antebellum period 

• Identifies major figures of the 
reform movements, e.g. Dix, 
Stanton, Thoreau, Emerson, 
Garrison, Douglass, etc. 

• Understands elements of 
slavery 

• Understands development of  
the abolitionist movement 

 
3.7  Understands how the Great 
Depression affected American 
society
• Understands the impact of the 

Great Depression on 
American art, literature, and 
music 

• Understands how the Great 
Depression affected the daily 
lives of Americans from 
various regions and social 
classes 

 
 

• Understands the religious, 
political, and social ideas that 
contributed to the belief in 
Manifest Destiny 

• Understands how the U.S. 
acquired the Oregon Territory 

• Understands how Texas gained 
its independence and was 
annexed by the U.S. 

• Understands the causes and 
effects of the Mexican War 

• Understands shifts in policy 
toward Native Americans 

 
4.4  Understands how  
the Industrial Revolution changed 
American lives and led to regional 
tension 
• Understands policies affecting 

regional and national interests 
during the early 19th century, 
e.g. internal improvements and 
rechartering the Bank of the 
United States 

• Identifies how the Industrial 
Revolution led to the growth of 
the factory system 

• Understands the importance of 
cotton to the textile industry and 
the resulting growth of slave 
labor 

• Understands the growing 
differences between the 
northern industrial economy and 
the southern agricultural 
economy 

• Understands how the growth of 
industry led to increased 
economic interdependence and 
a market revolution  

• Understands how the growth of 
industry changed the lives of 
workers 

 
4.5  Understands the causes of the 
Civil War 
 
4.6  Understands the 
course and character of the Civil 
War and its effects on the 

of business in the late 19th 
century 

• Understands the issues 
associated with urban growth 
in the late 19th century 

• Understands the issues that 
occurred with the 
development of mechanized 
farming 

 
5.5  Understands the rise of the 
American labor movement 
• Understands the influence of 

big business on the workforce 
during the late 19th century 

• Understands the dangers 
faced by workers in the 
workplace 

• Identifies the reforms sought 
by workers in the late 19th 
century and early 20th century 

• Understands the appeal of 
political parties like the 
Populist Party and the 
positions they took 

• Understands the issues and 
results of the 1896 election 

 
5.6  Understands how the 
Progressive movement 
addressed economic issues 
early in the 20th century
• Identify legislation that 

addressed the problems of 
trusts, labor, and banking. 

• Explain how Theodore 
Roosevelt and Woodrow 
Wilson addressed economic 
concerns during their 
administrations 

 
5.7  Understands the causes of 
the Great Depression 
• Understands the economic 

policies of the Harding and 
Coolidge administrations 

• Understands the 
characteristics of the 
American economy in the 
1920s 



World War II 
 
1.7 Understands  
the global impact of the 
Cold War 
• Understands factors that 

contributed to the 
development of the Cold 
War 

• Identifies members of 
the free world and 
members of the bloc of 
communist nations 

• Understands U.S. policy 
regarding the 
establishment of the 
state of Israel 

• Understands the 
American response to 
Cold War tensions in 
Eastern Europe 

• Understands Kennedy’s 
response to the Bay of 
Pigs and the Cuban 
Missile crisis 

• Understands the 
connection of the 
Korean War and the 
Vietnam War to the Cold 
War 

 
1.8  Understands 
developments in foreign 
policy from Nixon through 
Clinton. 
• Understand the role of 

Nixon in developing 
relations with the 
U.S.S.R. and China 

• Understands the impact 
of the Reagan 
presidency on relations 
with other countries 

• Understands the 
evolving U.S. foreign 
policy involving the 
Middle East 

 
1.9  Understands how 
changes in the national and 

equality and for the 
extension of civil liberties 
• Understands the 

impact of  major 
Supreme Court cases 
on the civil rights 
movement 

• Understands how the 
Warren Court 
influenced society 

• Understands major 
leaders and events of 
the civil rights 
movement  

• Identifies major civil 
rights legislation 

 
2.6  Understands the 
struggle for gender 
equality
• Understands 

conflicting 
perspectives on 
different issues 
addressed by the 
women’s rights 
movement 

 
 
 
 

 American people 
• Understands the military events 

that influenced the outcome of 
the Civil War 

• Understands the influence of 
Lincoln’s leadership and ideas 
on the Civil War 

• Understands how the Civil War 
influenced the Northern and 
Southern home fronts 

 
4.7  Understands how various 
Reconstruction plans succeeded 
or failed 
• Understands the elements of 

different plans for 
Reconstruction 

• Understands the 13th, 14th, and 
15th Amendments to the 
Constitution 

• Understands the events leading 
to the formation of the 
Compromise of 1877 

• Understands factors that limited 
and aided African American 
attempts to improve their lives 
during Reconstruction 

• Understands the extent to which 
social and political issues were 
influenced by the Civil War and 
Reconstruction 

 
4.8  Understands how 
Progressives and others 
addressed problems of industrial 
capitalism, urbanization, and 
political corruption
• Understands the origins and 

impact of the Progressive 
movement 

• Understands efforts to achieve 
women’s suffrage in the early 
20th century 

• Understands how the 
Progressive movement 
influenced groups that 
addressed racial and labor 
concerns in American society 

 
4.9  Understands how the United 

• Understands the global 
context of the depression  

 
5.8  Understands how the New 
Deal initiated the welfare state
• Understands how New Deal 

programs addressed issues 
of unemployment, old age, 
and poverty 

 
 



global economy have 
influenced the American 
workplace 
 
1.10  Understands the 
developments in foreign 
policy since 9-11 
• Understands the Bush 

Doctrine and the Bush 
response to 9-11 

• Understands the 
influence of past foreign 
policy on the war on 
terrorism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

States changed between the post-
World War I years and the eve of 
the Great Depression
• Understands the major social 

issues of America in the 1920s  
• Understands factors that 

contributed to the rise of a 
consumer culture 

• Understands the impact of new 
cultural movements on 
American society in the 1920s 

• Understands how political 
issues in the 1920s influenced 
American society 

 
4.10  Understands how the New 
Deal addressed the Great 
Depression and transformed 
American federalism
• Understands the relief, recovery, 

and reform measures 
associated with the first and 
second New Deals 

• Understands how the New Deal 
influenced labor and 
employment 

• Understands the ideology of 
FDR and the significance of his 
New Deal 

• Understands the long-term 
influence of New Deal programs  

 
4.11  Understands the 
causes and course of World War II, 
and the character of the war at 
home and abroad 
• Understands the influence of 

international events on U.S. 
policies and political 
developments 

• Understands events that led to 
the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor 

• Understands FDR’s ideas and 
policies during World War II 

• Understands how World War II 
influenced the home front 

• Understands the characteristics 
(major battles, strategic 
decisions, etc.) of World War II 



 
4.12  Understands the economic 
boom and social transformation of 
post-World War II United States
• Understands the scientific and 

technological developments in 
America after World War II 

• Understands the social, cultural, 
and economic changes at the 
onset of the Cold War 

 
4.13  Understands the character of 
the Korean War
• Understands the causes of the 

war in Korea 
• Understands the course of the 

war and its outcome 
 
4.14  Understands the reasons for 
the Vietnam War and its influence 
on domestic politics
• Understands the reasons for 

American involvement in the 
Vietnam War 

• Understands the social issues 
and home front reaction that 
resulted from U.S. involvement 
in the Vietnam War 

• Understands the political 
elements and legacy of the 
Vietnam War 

 
4.15  Understands domestic 
policies in the post-World War II 
period 
• Understands the different social 

and economic elements of the 
Truman and Eisenhower 
administrations 

• Understands the characteristics 
of the Kennedy presidency 

• Understands Johnson’s war on 
poverty and other characteristics 
of his presidency  

 
4.16  Understands the 
major domestic policies of the 
administrations of Nixon through 
George W. Bush.
• Understands the events and 



legacy of the Watergate break-in 
• Understands major economic 

issues and policies 
• Understands how recent 

immigration patterns impact 
social and political issues 

 
 
 


