
Boyer Valley  
Government 

Standards and Benchmarks 
 
 
 
 

People, Places, and 
Environments, are 
connected globally 

Political systems and the 
rights and responsibilities of 
citizens 

Ways  people live, behave and 
interact 

Time, Continuity, and Change How people organize for 
distribution, and consumption 
of goods and services 

Government 1.1 Demonstrates the 
ability to interpret maps 
and graphs.  

 
 
1.1   Understands how the 

world is organized 
politically into states, 
how states interact with 
one another. 

• Knows how the powers of 
the Constitution for the 
President, Congress and 
the judicial branch have 
been used over time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1  Understands the 
foundations of American 
Government. 

• Understands the 
principles of 
Government. 

• Understands the 
sources of politically 
authority. 

 
2.2 Understands the 

advantages and 
disadvantages of federal, 
confederate, and unitary 
systems of government.  
• Understands how 

power is distributed, 
shared, and limited in 
confederate, federal, 
and unitary systems of 
government 

 
2.3 Understands how the 

United States 
Constitution grants and 
distributes power and 
responsibilities to 
national and state 
government and how it 
seeks to prevent the 
abuse of power.   
• Understands the 

checks and balance 
system.   

 
 
 

3.1 Understands the central ideas 
of American government and 
how this form of government 
has shaped the character of 
American government. 
• Knows major historical 

events that led to the 
creation of limited 
government in the United 
States. 

 
3.1 Understands the importance 

of Americans sharing and 
supporting certain values, 
beliefs, and principles of 
constitutional democracy.   

• Understands how the 
institutions of government 
reflect fundamental values 
and principles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.1 Understands the roles of 
political parties, 
campaigns, elections, and 
associations in American 
politics.  
• Knows the origins and 

development of the two 
party system in the 
United States. 

• Knows the 
characteristics of 
initiatives and 
referendums. 

• Understands the 
significance of 
campaigns and elections 
in the American political 
system.  

 
4.1 Understands how the U.S. 

Constitution has changed 
over time. 

• Knows how 
constitutional 
amendments are 
adopted.  

 
 
 

5.1 Understands specific 
characteristics of 
economic systems. 

• Can compare and 
contrast capitalism, 
socialism, and 
communism.   

 
 
 
 
 



2.4  Understands how 
participation in civic and 
political life can help citizens 
attain individual and public 
goals. 

• Understands the 
importance of voting 
as a form of political 
participation.  

• Register kids to vote in 
the fall and spring. 

 
2.5 Understands the different 

political systems of the 
world.  
• Explains the difference 

between democracy 
and dictatorship. 

 
2.6 Understands the basic 

concepts and how the 
three branches of 
government work. 
• Understands the main 

job of the Legislative 
Branch  

• Understands the main 
job of the Executive 
Branch. 

• Understand the main 
job of the Judicial 
Branch.  

 
2.7 Understands the basic 

criminal and civil 
courtroom procedures 
and rights guaranteed to 
each citizen.  
• Simulate a mock trial. 

 
2.8  Understands the basic 
concepts of Iowa state and 
local government.   
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 


