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Civics 

Standards and Benchmarks 
 
 

Global Connections of 
people, places, and 
environments. 

Political systems and the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens. 

Ways people live, behave, and 
interact. 

Time, Continuity, and 
Change. 

Ways people organize for 
distribution, and consumption of 
goods and services. 

Civics 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Understands ideas about civic 
life, politics, and government  
• Understands major ideas about 
why government is necessary  
• Understands competing ideas 
about the purposes government 
should serve 
 
2.2 Understands the essential 
characteristics of limited and 
unlimited governments 
• Knows some of the restraints 
placed on a limited government’s 
power 
• Understands the basic structure 
of authoritarian systems and 
totalitarian systems, and how these 
systems are considered unlimited 
governments 
 
2.3  Understands the sources, 
purposes, and functions of law, and 
the importance of the rule of law for 
the protection of individual rights 
and the common good. 
• Understands how and why the 
rule of law can be used to restrict the 
actions of private citizens and 
government officials 
• Understands the possible 
consequences of the absence of a rule 
of law 
 
2.4  Understands the concept of a 
constitution, the various purposes 
the constitution serves, and the 
conditions that contribute to the 
establishment and maintenance of 
constitutional government 
• Knows how constitutions have 
been used to protect individual rights 
and to promote the common good. 
• Knows the type of citizenry 
needed to establish and maintain 
constitutional government. 

3.1 Understands the role of diversity 
in American life and the importance 
of shared values, political beliefs, 
civic beliefs in an increasingly 
diverse American society. 
• Understands the concept of 
diversity. 
• Knows some common forms of 
diversity in the United States. 
• Knows how an American's 
identity stems from belief in and 
allegiance to shared political values 
and principles and that this identity 
differs from that of most other nations, 
which often base their identity on such 
things as ethnicity, religion, class, 
language, gender, or national origin. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2.5 Understands the major 
characteristics of systems of 
shared power. 
• Understands the primary 
responsibilities of each branch of 
government in a system of shared 
power 
 
2.6 Understands the advantages 
and disadvantages of federal, 
confederal systems of government. 
• Knows the basic characteristics of 
a confederate system of government 
through the study of the Articles of 
Confederation. 
• Knows the basic characteristics of 
a federal system of government. 
 
2.7 Understands the central ideas of 
American constitutional 
government and how this form of 
government has shaped the 
character of American society. 
• Knows how fundamental values 
and principles of American democracy 
are expressed in America’s founding 
documents. 
• Knows how certain provisions of 
the United States constitution give 
government the necessary power to 
fulfill its purposes 
• Knows how specific provisions of 
the United States Constitution limit the 
government in order to protect the 
rights of individuals 
 
2.8 Understands the importance of 
Americans sharing and supporting 
certain values, beliefs, and 
principles of constitutional 
democracy. 
• Identifies fundamental values and 
principles that are expressed in basic 
documents. 
• Understands popular sovereignty 
• Knows that constitutional 
government is a fundamental principle 
of American democracy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.9  Understands how the United 
States Constitution grants and 
distributes power and 
responsibilities to the national and 
state government and how it seeks 
to prevent the abuse of power. 
• Understands how the first three 
words of the Preamble to the 
Constitution, "We the People...," 
embodies the principle of the people 
as the ultimate source of sovereignty 
• Understands how the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches share 
power and responsibilities (e.g., each 
branch has varying degrees of 
legislative, executive, and judicial 
powers and responsibilities) 
• Knows which powers are 
primarily exercised by the state 
governments (e.g., education, law 
enforcement, roads), which powers are 
prohibited to state governments (e.g., 
coining money, conducting foreign 
relations, interfering with interstate 
commerce), and which powers are 
shared by state and national 
governments (e.g., power to tax, 
borrow money, regulate voting) 
• Understands how the distribution 
and sharing of power between the 
national and state governments 
increases opportunities for citizens to 
participate and hold their governments 
accountable 
 
2.10  Understands the role and 
importance of law in the American 
constitutional system and issues 
regarding the judicial protection of 
individual rights  
• Understands the importance of 
the rule of law in establishing limits on 
both those who govern and the 
governed, protecting individual rights, 
and promoting the common good 
• Knows historical and 
contemporary examples of the rule of 
law (e.g., Marbury v. Madison, Brown 
v. Board of Education, U.S. v. Nixon) 
• Understands the basic concept of 
due process of law (i.e., government 
must use fair procedures to gather 
information and make decisions in 
order to protect the rights of individuals 
and the interests of society) 
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2.11 Understands what is meant by 
"the public agenda," how it is set, 
and how it is influenced by public 
opinion and the media  
• Understands the importance of 
freedom of the press to informed 
participation in the political system; 
and understands the influence of 
television, radio, the press, 
newsletters, and emerging means of 
electronic communication on American 
politics 
• Understands how citizens can 
evaluate information and arguments 
received from various sources so that 
they can make reasonable choices on 
public issues and among candidates 
for political office 
 
2.12  Understands the roles of 
political parties, campaigns, 
elections, and associations and 
groups in American politics  
• Understands the role of political 
parties (e.g., structure the vote for the 
electorate, present issues, link 
government to the citizenry, organize 
the legislative and executive branches) 
• Knows the various kinds of 
elections. 
• Understands the ways in which 
individuals can participate in political 
parties, campaigns, and elections. 
 
2.13  Understands the meaning of 
citizenship in the United States, and 
knows the requirements for 
citizenship and naturalization. 
• Understands that American 
citizenship is legally recognized full 
membership in a self-governing 
community that confers equal rights 
under the law; is not dependent on 
inherited, involuntary groupings such 
as race, gender, or ethnicity; and 
confers certain rights and privileges 
(e.g., the right to vote, to hold public 
office, to serve on juries) 
• Knows that Americans are 
citizens of both their state and the 
United States. 
• Understands what constitutes 
citizenship by birth in the United States 
• Understands the distinction 
between citizens and noncitizens 
(aliens) and the process by which 
noncitizens may become citizens 
• Knows how naturalization in the 
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United states compares with 
naturalization in other nations 
• Knows the criteria established by 
law that are used for admission to 
citizenship in the United States such 
as five years of residency in the U.S.; 
ability to read, write, and speak 
English; proof of good moral character; 
knowledge of the history of the United 
States; knowledge and support for 
American constitutional democracy. 
 
2.14  Understands issues regarding 

personal, political, and 
economic rights. 

• Knows what constitutes personal 
rights and knows the major 
documentary sources of personal 
rights. 
• Knows what constitutes political 
rights (e.g., the right to vote, petition, 
assembly, freedom of press), and 
knows the major documentary sources 
of political rights such as the 
Declaration of Independence, United 
States Constitution including the Bill of 
Rights, state constitutions, and civil 
rights legislation 
• Understands the importance to 
individuals and society of such political 
rights as the right to vote and run for 
public office and the freedom of 
speech, press, assembly, and petition 
 
2.15  Understands issues regarding 
the proper scope and limits of 
rights and the relationships among 
personal, political, and economic 
rights  
• Understands what is meant by 
the "scope and limits" of a right (e.g., 
the scope of one's right to free speech 
in the United States is extensive and 
protects almost all forms of political 
expression, but the right to free speech 
can be limited if it seriously harms or 
endangers others) 
• Understands the argument that all 
rights have limits, and knows criteria 
commonly used in determining what 
limits should be placed on specific 
rights (e.g., clear and present danger 
rule, compelling government interest 
test, national security, libel or slander, 
public safety, equal opportunity) 
 

  


