
 
 “Level 3:  

5-8” 
 

 
Skills Development 

 
Design & Aesthetics 

 
Content & Expression 

 
Art History & Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Seventh 
 
Middle 
School Art, 
7th

 
Learn about art 
through the works 
of modern artists 

1.1 Understands 
and applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Understands 

what makes 
different art 
media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
effective (or 
ineffective) in 
communicating 
various ideas 

• Knows how the 
qualities and 
characteristics of 
art media, 
techniques, and 
processes can be 
used to enhance 
communication of 
experiences and 
ideas 

2.1 Uses knowledge 
of Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions 
(Principles)  
 
• Knows some of the 

effects of various 
visual structures 
(e.g., design 
elements such as 
line, color, shape; 
principles such as 
repetition, rhythm, 
balance) and 
functions of art 

• Understands what 
makes various 
organizational 
structures effective 
(or ineffective) in 
the communication 
of ideas 

• Knows how the 
qualities of 
structures and 
functions of art are 
used to improve 
communication of 
one’s ideas 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, symbols, 
and ideas
 
• Knows how visual, 

spatial, and temporal 
concepts integrate with 
content to communicate 
intended meaning in 
one’s artworks 

• Knows different subjects, 
themes, and symbols 
(through context, value, 
and aesthetics) which 
convey intended 
meaning in artworks 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures
 
 
• Understands similarities 

and differences among 
the characteristics of 
artworks from various 
eras and cultures (e.g., 
materials; visual, spatial, 
and temporal structures) 

• Understands the historical 
and cultural contexts of a 
variety of art objects 

• Understands how factors of 
time and place (e.g., 
climate, resources, ideas, 
technology) influence 
visual, spatial, or temporal 
characteristics that give 
meaning or function to a 
work of art 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Distinguishes among 

multiple purposes for 
creating works of art 

• Understands possible 
contemporary and 
historic meanings in 
specific artworks 

• Understands how one’s 
own artworks, as well as 
artworks from various 
eras and cultures, may 
elicit a variety of 
responses 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Understands how the 

characteristic materials 
of various arts (e.g., 
sound in music, visual 
stimuli in visual arts, 
movement in dance, 
human interrelationships 
in theatre) are used to 
transform similar events, 
scenes, emotions, or 
ideas into distinct works 
of art 

• Understands 
characteristics of works 
in various art forms that 
share similar subject 
matter, historical 
periods, or cultural 
context 

• Understands the 
characteristics and 
presentation of 
characters, 
environments, and 
actions in the various art 
forms 

• Knows how various 
concepts and principles 
are used in the arts and 
disciplines outside the 
arts (e.g., balance, 
shape, pattern) 

• Knows the aesthetic 
impact of arts 
performances seen live 
versus those recorded 
on audio or video 

• Understands the 
functions and interaction 
between performing and 
visual artists and 
audience members in 
theatre, dance, music, 
and visual arts 



 
“Level 4:  

9-12” 
 

 
Skills Development 

 
Design & 

Aesthetics 

 
Content & Expression 

 
Art History & 
Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Art 1: 
Introduction to 

the 
Fundamentals 
of Art & Design 

9-12 
 

This class is designed 
for the student 
interested in learning 
more about art prior to 
graduation, but who 
was unable to take 
Drawing. Through 
lecture, classroom 
exercises, and projects 
students will be 
introduced to the visual 
elements and principles 
of design. Students will 
learn about the four 
disciplines of art; 
aesthetics, art history, 
art criticism, and art 
production. All students 
must have either this 
course or introduction 
or Drawing prior to any 
other art class. 

1.1 Understands and 
applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that one’s 
intentions are carried 
out in artworks 

• Understands how the 
communication of 
ideas relates to the 
media, techniques, 
and processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses 
knowledge of 
Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions 
(Principles)  
 
• Understands how 

the 
characteristics 
and structures of 
art are used to 
accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or 
other artistic 
intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks 
in terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve 
specific visual 
arts problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, 
symbols, and ideas
 
• Understands how 

visual, spatial, 
temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are 
tempered by culture 
and history 

• Applies various 
subjects, symbols, 
and ideas in one’s 
artworks 

 

4.1 Understands the 
visual arts in relationship 
to history and cultures
 
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

• Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands 
relationships among 
works of art in terms of 
history, aesthetics, and 
culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating 
artworks 

• Understands some of 
the implications of 
intention and purpose 
in particular works of 
art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how 
various interpretations 
can be used to 
understand and 
evaluate works of 
visual art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and 
how these 
characteristics relate 
to ideas, issues, or 
themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational 
principles (e.g., unity 
and variety, repetition 
and contrast) are used 
in similar and 
distinctive ways in the 
various art forms 

 

 



 
 

“Level 4:  
9-12” 

 
Skills Development 

 
Design & Aesthetics 

 
Content & Expression 

 
Art History & 
Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Drawing 
9-12 

You don’t need to 
know how to draw 
already- the whole 
point of this class is to 
teach you how to 
draw. This course is 
recommended for any 
student intending to 
take any other art 
courses. Emphasis 
will be placed on brain 
research and visual 
thinking modes. All 
students must have 
this course or Art 
Fundamentals prior to 
any other art course. 

1.1 Understands and 
applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes  
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with sufficient 
skill, confidence, and 
sensitivity that one’s 
intentions are carried out 
in artworks 

• Understands how the 
communication of ideas 
relates to the media, 
techniques, and 
processes one uses 

 
1.2 Develops and 
progresses in five sub-
skills required for the 
global skill of drawing:
• Perception of edges 
• Perception of spaces 
• Perception of relationships 
• Perception of lights and 

shadows (values) 
• Perception of the whole 

(parts-to-whole) “Gestalt” 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses knowledge of 
Structures (Elements) 
and Functions 
(Principles)  
• Understands how the 

characteristics and 
structures of art are 
used to accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, communal, 
or other artistic 
intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve specific 
visual arts problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, 
symbols, and ideas 
• Understands how 

visual, spatial, 
temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are 
tempered by culture 
and history 

 
3.2 Draws from 
memory 
• Develops and can 

use “visual memory” 
 
3.3 Draws from 
imagination
• Develops and can 

apply the ability to 
“visualize” and 
record things from 
their imagination 

 

4.1 Understands the 
visual arts in 
relationship to history 
and cultures
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of 
art 

• Knows the function 
and meaning of 
specific art objects 
within varied cultures, 
times, and places 

• Understands 
relationships among 
works of art in terms 
of history, aesthetics, 
and culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Understands how 

various interpretations 
can be used to 
understand and 
evaluate works of 
visual art 

 
5.2 Understands and 
exercises the 
visual/spatial modes of 
cognition
• Understands how brain 

research has 
suggested different 
modes of thinking; 
linear/analytical-verbal 
and lateral/holistic-
visual 

• Understands and can 
shift between thinking 
modes in order to 
improve concentration 
and visual perception 
abilities 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among 
the various art forms 
and other disciplines
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media 
can be integrated 

•  Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational 
principles (e.g., unity 
and variety, 
repetition and 
contrast) are used in 
similar and 
distinctive ways in 
the various art forms 

 



 
“Level 4:  

9-12” 
 

Skills Development 
 

Design & 
Aesthetics 

 
Content & Expression 

 
Art History & Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking 

Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Art 2: 
History & 

Appreciation 
9-12 

An emphasis will be 
placed on modem art 
history. Students will 
explore a variety of 
media styles of art 
while learning about 
great artists and Art’s 
role in our society. 
Areas to be explored 
will include but may 
not be limited to: 
drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and 
sculpture.  
Art 2 students will 
explore the way art 
has been affected by 
and how it has 
a0ffected various 
cultures, technical 
breakthroughs, 
discoveries & 
conflicts, prominent 
artists, movements, 
“schools” & styles, 
and the development 
and evolution of art 

1.1 Understands and 
applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Understands how the 

communication of 
ideas relates to the 
media, techniques, 
and processes one 
uses 

2.1 Uses 
knowledge of 
Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions 
(Principles)  
 
•  Understands how 

the 
characteristics 
and structures of 
art are used to 
accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or 
other artistic 
intentions 

•  Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks 
in terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

•  Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve 
specific visual 
arts problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, 
symbols, and ideas
 
•  Understands how 

visual, spatial, 
temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are tempered 
by culture and history 

•  Applies various 
subjects, symbols, and 
ideas in one’s artworks 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures 

 
•  Knows a variety of historical 

and cultural contexts 
regarding characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

•  Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art objects 
within varied cultures, times, 
and places 

•  Understands relationships 
among works of art in terms of 
history, aesthetics, and culture 

 
4.2 Understands the role of 
Social Sciences in studying 
Art and Art & artifacts’ role in 
the Social Sciences
•  Application of 10 thematic 

standards in Social Studies to 
the study and understanding 
of Art: 

•  Culture 
•  Time, Continuity & Chance 
•  People, Places &          
Environments 
•  Individual Development and 
Identity 
•  Power, Authority, & 
Governance 
•  Production, Distribution, & 
Consumption 
•  Science, Technology, and 
Society 
•  Global Connections 
•  Civic Ideals & Practices 
 

5.1 Understands 
and assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work 
and the work of 
others
 
• Identifies 

intentions of 
those creating 
artworks 

• Understands some 
of the 
implications of 
intention and 
purpose in 
particular works 
of art 

• Knows how 
specific works are 
created and 
relate to historical 
and cultural 
contexts 

• Understands how 
various 
interpretations 
can be used to 
understand and 
evaluate works of 
visual art 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and how 
these characteristics 
relate to ideas, issues, 
or themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational 
principles (e.g., unity 
and variety, repetition 
and contrast) are used 
in similar and 
distinctive ways in the 
various art forms 



 
“Level 4:  

9-12” 
 

Skills Development 
 

Design & Aesthetics 
 

Content & Expression 
 

Art History & Appreciation 
 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Art Connections 
Sculpture 

& 3D 
Design 

9-12 
This course will 
explore the 
unique 
application, 
elements and 
principles of 
design to three-
dimensional 
space. ‘While 
learning about 
sculptors 
through out art 
history, students 
will explore a 
variety of media 
styles of 3-D. 
Students will 
experiment with 
additive and 
subtractive 
methods of 
production and 
will work with 
both relief, and 
in-the-round. 

1.1 Understands 
and applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that 
one’s intentions 
are carried out in 
artworks 

• Understands how 
the 
communication of 
ideas relates to 
the media, 
techniques, and 
processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses knowledge 
of Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions (Principles) 
 
• Understands how the 

characteristics and 
structures of art are 
used to accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or other 
artistic intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve 
specific visual arts 
problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, symbols, 
and ideas
 
• Understands how visual, 

spatial, temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are tempered 
by culture and history 

• Applies various subjects, 
symbols, and ideas in 
one’s artworks 

 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures
 
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

• Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands relationships 
among works of art in 
terms of history, 
aesthetics, and culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating artworks 
• Understands some of the 

implications of intention 
and purpose in 
particular works of art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how various 
interpretations can be 
used to understand and 
evaluate works of visual 
art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and how 
these characteristics 
relate to ideas, issues, 
or themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational principles 
(e.g., unity and variety, 
repetition and contrast) 
are used in similar and 
distinctive ways in the 
various art forms 

 

 



 
“Level 4:  

9-12” 
 

Skills Development 
 

Design & Aesthetics 
 

Content & Expression 
 

Art History & Appreciation 
 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Art Connections 
Painting 

9-12 
This course will 
explore a 
variety of 
painting media, 
including 
Watercolor, 
Tempera, 
Gauche, Mixed 
Media, Acrylic, 
and Oil. 
Students will 
examine several 
different styles 
and techniques 
and learn about 
a sampling of 
the most 
famous painters 
of the 
nineteenth and 
twentieth 
centuries. 
Students may 
choose to 
purchase 
materials in 
additional to 
those provided 
by the school. 

1.1 Understands 
and applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that 
one’s intentions 
are carried out in 
artworks 

•  Understands how 
the 
communication of 
ideas relates to 
the media, 
techniques, and 
processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses knowledge 
of Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions (Principles) 
 
• Understands how the 

characteristics and 
structures of art are 
used to accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or other 
artistic intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve 
specific visual arts 
problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, symbols, 
and ideas
 
• Understands how visual, 

spatial, temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are tempered 
by culture and history 

• Applies various subjects, 
symbols, and ideas in 
one’s artworks 

 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures
 
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

• Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands relationships 
among works of art in 
terms of history, 
aesthetics, and culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating artworks 
• Understands some of the 

implications of intention 
and purpose in 
particular works of art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how various 
interpretations can be 
used to understand and 
evaluate works of visual 
art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and how 
these characteristics 
relate to ideas, issues, 
or themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational principles 
(e.g., unity and variety, 
repetition and contrast) 
are used in similar and 
distinctive ways in the 
various art forms 

 

 



 
“Level 4:  

9-12” 
 

Skills Development 
 

Design & Aesthetics 
 

Content & 
Expression 

 
Art History & Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Watercolor 
9-12 

This course will 
introduce students 
to the skills and 
techniques needed 
to paint in the 
medium of 
watercolor. It can 
be challenging, but 
rewarding. 
Students may 
choose to (but are 
not required to) 
purchase materials 
in addition to those 
provided by the 
school. A variety of 
styles and 
techniques will be 
explored. 

1.1 Understands and 
applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that one’s 
intentions are carried 
out in artworks 

• Understands how the 
communication of 
ideas relates to the 
media, techniques, 
and processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses knowledge of 
Structures (Elements) 
and Functions 
(Principles)  
 
• Understands how the 

characteristics and 
structures of art are 
used to accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, communal, 
or other artistic 
intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve specific 
visual arts problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, 
symbols, and ideas
 
• Understands how 

visual, spatial, 
temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are 
tempered by culture 
and history 

• Applies various 
subjects, symbols, 
and ideas in one’s 
artworks 

 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures
 
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

• Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands relationships 
among works of art in 
terms of history, 
aesthetics, and culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating artworks 
• Understands some of 

the implications of 
intention and purpose 
in particular works of art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how 
various interpretations 
can be used to 
understand and 
evaluate works of visual 
art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and how 
these characteristics 
relate to ideas, issues, 
or themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational 
principles (e.g., unity 
and variety, repetition 
and contrast) are used 
in similar and distinctive 
ways in the various art 
forms 

 

 



 
“Level 4:  

9-12” 
 

Skills Development 
 

Design & Aesthetics 
 

Content & 
Expression 

 
Art History & Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Ceramics 
9-12 

Ceramics will provide 
students with a 
conceptual and 
manual foundation in 
the field of ceramics. 
Students will learn 
the properties of 
clay, its preparation, 
hand and wheel 
techniques, surface 
design, firing 
methods, 
fundamental ceramic 
terms, principles of 
design and 
introductory 
ceramics history. 
Students will also be 
oriented in safe 
practices of the 
ceramic artist. 
Emphasis will be on 
developing skills 
appropriate to the 
beginning student for 
the purpose of 
creative expression 
and technical 
understanding of the 
clay as medium. 

1.1 Understands and 
applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that one’s 
intentions are 
carried out in 
artworks 

• Understands how the 
communication of 
ideas relates to the 
media, techniques, 
and processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses knowledge 
of Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions 
(Principles)  
 
• Understands how the 

characteristics and 
structures of art are 
used to accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or other 
artistic intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and ideas
 
• Understands how 

visual, spatial, 
temporal, and 
functional values 
of artworks are 
tempered by 
culture and 
history 

 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures
 
• Knows the function and 

meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands relationships 
among works of art in 
terms of history, 
aesthetics, and culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating artworks 
• Understands some of the 

implications of intention 
and purpose in 
particular works of art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how various 
interpretations can be 
used to understand and 
evaluate works of visual 
art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational principles 
(e.g., unity and variety, 
repetition and contrast) 
are used in similar and 
distinctive ways in the 
various art forms 

 

 



 
“Level 4:  

9-12” 
 

Skills Development 
 

Design & Aesthetics 
 

Content & Expression 
 

Art History & Appreciation 
 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Art Connections 
Painting 

9-12 
This course will 
explore a 
variety of 
painting media, 
including 
Watercolor, 
Tempera, 
Gauche, Mixed 
Media, Acrylic, 
and Oil. 
Students will 
examine several 
different styles 
and techniques 
and learn about 
a sampling of 
the most 
famous painters 
of the 
nineteenth and 
twentieth 
centuries. 
Students may 
choose to 
purchase 
materials in 
additional to 
those provided 
by the school. 

1.1 Understands 
and applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that 
one’s intentions 
are carried out in 
artworks 

• Understands how 
the 
communication of 
ideas relates to 
the media, 
techniques, and 
processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses knowledge 
of Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions (Principles) 
 
• Understands how the 

characteristics and 
structures of art are 
used to accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or other 
artistic intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve 
specific visual arts 
problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, symbols, 
and ideas
 
• Understands how visual, 

spatial, temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are tempered 
by culture and history 

• Applies various subjects, 
symbols, and ideas in 
one’s artworks 

 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures
 
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

• Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands relationships 
among works of art in 
terms of history, 
aesthetics, and culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating artworks 
• Understands some of the 

implications of intention 
and purpose in 
particular works of art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how various 
interpretations can be 
used to understand and 
evaluate works of visual 
art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and how 
these characteristics 
relate to ideas, issues, 
or themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational principles 
(e.g., unity and variety, 
repetition and contrast) 
are used in similar and 
distinctive ways in the 
various art forms 

 

 



 
 

“Level 4:  
9-12” 

 
Skills Development 

 
Design & Aesthetics 

 
Content & 

Expression 

 
Art History & Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Art 3: 
Art & Life 

9-12 
This course will 
introduce students to 
various theories in 
child Art development, 
art therapy, creativity, 
problem solving, 
visual journaling and 
personal expression. 
This class is ideal for 
students who really 
enjoy Art as a life long 
hobby as well as 
students interested in 
psychology, 
counseling, or health 
care professions. It is 
hoped that Art & Life 
students will develop 
a “life-long love of 
learning” in regard to 
art appreciation and 
the therapeutic and 
expressive pastimes 
of creating art and the 
important value of 
visual thinking and 
problem solving. 

1.1 Understanding 
and applying media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that 
one’s intentions 
are carried out in 
artworks 

• Understands how 
the communication 
of ideas relates to 
the media, 
techniques, and 
processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Using knowledge 
of Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions 
(Principles)  
 
• Understands how 

the characteristics 
and structures of 
art are used to 
accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or 
other artistic 
intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve 
specific visual arts 
problems 

 

3.1 Choosing and 
evaluating a range 
of subject matter, 
symbols, and ideas
 
• Understands how 

visual, spatial, 
temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are 
tempered by 
culture and history 

• Applies various 
subjects, symbols, 
and ideas in one’s 
artworks 

 

4.1 Understanding the 
visual arts in relationship 
to history and cultures
 
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

• Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands relationships 
among works of art in 
terms of history, 
aesthetics, and culture 

 

5.1 Upon and assessing 
the characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating artworks 
• Understands some of the 

implications of intention 
and purpose in 
particular works of art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how various 
interpretations can be 
used to understand and 
evaluate works of visual 
art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and how 
these characteristics 
relate to ideas, issues, 
or themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational principles 
(e.g., unity and variety, 
repetition and contrast) 
are used in similar and 
distinctive ways in the 
various art forms 

 

 



 
 

“Level 4:  
9-12” 

 
Skills Development 

 
Design & Aesthetics 

 
Content & Expression 

 
Art History & Appreciation 

 
Critical Thinking Skills 

 
Art Connections 

Cartooning 
9-12 

This course will 
explore the history 
and business of 
professional 
cartooning. 
Students will be 
taught about the 
elements, of 
cartooning, and 
the unique 
drawing, writing, 
and preparation 
processes involved 
in cartooning. 
Students will learn 
about editorial 
cartooning, single 
panel “gag” 
cartoons, comic 
strips, comic 
books, greeting 
cards, and 
children’s book 
illustrations. 
Students will be 
encouraged to 
submit their 
cartoons for 
publication. 

1.1 Understands 
and applies media, 
techniques, and 
processes 
 
• Applies media, 

techniques, and 
processes with 
sufficient skill, 
confidence, and 
sensitivity that 
one’s intentions 
are carried out in 
artworks 

• Understands how 
the 
communication of 
ideas relates to 
the media, 
techniques, and 
processes one 
uses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Uses knowledge 
of Structures 
(Elements) and 
Functions 
(Principles)  
 
• Understands how the 

characteristics and 
structures of art are 
used to accomplish 
commercial, 
personal, 
communal, or other 
artistic intentions 

• Understands the 
effectiveness of 
various artworks in 
terms of 
organizational 
structures and 
functions 

• Knows how 
organizational 
principles and 
functions can be 
used to solve 
specific visual arts 
problems 

 

3.1 Chooses and 
evaluates a range of 
subject matter, symbols, 
and ideas
 
• Understands how visual, 

spatial, temporal, and 
functional values of 
artworks are tempered 
by culture and history 

• Applies various subjects, 
symbols, and ideas in 
one’s artworks 

 

4.1 Understands the visual 
arts in relationship to 
history and cultures
 
• Knows a variety of 

historical and cultural 
contexts regarding 
characteristics and 
purposes of works of art 

• Knows the function and 
meaning of specific art 
objects within varied 
cultures, times, and 
places 

• Understands relationships 
among works of art in 
terms of history, 
aesthetics, and culture 

 

5.1 Understands and 
assesses the 
characteristics and 
merits of own work and 
the work of others
 
• Identifies intentions of 

those creating artworks 
• Understands some of 

the implications of 
intention and purpose 
in particular works of art 

• Knows how specific 
works are created and 
relate to historical and 
cultural contexts 

• Understands how 
various interpretations 
can be used to 
understand and 
evaluate works of visual 
art 

 

6.1 Understands 
connections among the 
various art forms and 
other disciplines
 
• Knows ways in which 

various arts media can 
be integrated 

• Knows how 
characteristics of the 
arts vary within a 
particular historical 
period or style and how 
these characteristics 
relate to ideas, issues, 
or themes in other 
disciplines 

• Understands how 
elements, materials, 
technologies, artistic 
processes (e.g., 
imagination, 
craftsmanship), and 
organizational 
principles (e.g., unity 
and variety, repetition 
and contrast) are used 
in similar and distinctive 
ways in the various art 
forms 
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