
 

Boyer Valley 
World History 

Standards and Benchmarks 
 Global connections of 

people, places, and 
environment 

Political systems and the 
rights and responsibilities 
of citizens 

Ways people live, behave, and 
interact. 

Time, continuity, and change Ways people organize for 
distribution and consumption of 
goods and services  

 
 

World 
History 

 
Grades 9-10 

 

 
1.1  Understands Alexander 
of Macedon’s conquests 
and the interregional 
character of Hellenistic 
society and culture 
• Explains the scope and 

success of Alexander’s 
imperial conquests 

• Assesses Alexander’s 
achievements as a 
military and political 
leader and analyzes why 
the empire broke up into 
successor kingdoms 

• Evaluates major 
achievements of 
Hellenistic art, 
philosophy, science, and 
political thought 

• Analyzes the 
significance of the 
interaction of Greek and 
Jewish traditions for the 
emergence of early 
Christianity 

 
1.2  Understands the 
significance of the Abbasid 
Caliphate as a center of 
cultural innovation and hub 
of interregional trade in the 
8th-10th centuries 
• Analyzes why the 

Abbasid state became a 
center of commercial 
and cultural exchange 

 
2.1  Understands the 
development of 
democratic institutions in 
ancient Greece 
• Describes the 

emergence of Greek 
city-states in the 
Aegean region and the 
political, social, and 
legal character of the 
polis 

• Compares Athenian 
democracy with the 
military aristocracy of 
Sparta 

• Assesses the 
importance of Greek 
ideas about 
democracy and 
citizenship for the 
development of 
Western political 
thought and institutions 

 
2.2  Understands the 
political and social order 
in Europe during the 
Middle Ages 
• Assesses the impact of 

Norse migration and 
invasion, as well as 
internal conflicts, on 
the emergence of 
independent lords and 
the knightly class 

• Describes the legal, 

 
3.1  Understands the cultural 
processes that gave rise to the 
earliest human communities 
• Understands how human 

communities populated major 
regions of the world and 
adapted to a variety of 
environments 

• Infers from archaeological 
evidence the characteristics 
of  Neolithic life 

 
3.2 Understands the major 

characteristics of 
civilization and how 
civilizations emerged in 
Mesopotamia and Egypt 

• Identifies the five major 
characteristics of a civilization 

• Analyzes how the natural 
environments of the Tigris-
Euphrates and Nile valleys 
shaped the early 
development of civilization 

• Compares the social 
hierarchies, forms of writing, 
religious systems, 
architecture, scientific 
achievements, and 
government institutions of 
Mesopotamia and Egypt 

• Assesses the importance of 
commercial and political 
connections between 
Mesopotamians, Egyptians, 
and neighboring peoples 

 
4.1  Understands the causes and 
consequences of the unification of 
the Mediterranean basin under 
Roman rule 
• Assesses the contributions of 

the Etruscans and the western 
Greek colonies to the 
development of Roman society 
and culture 

• Describes the political and 
social institutions of the Roman 
Republic and analyzes why 
Rome was transformed from 
republic to empire 

• Assesses ways in which 
imperial rule over a vast area 
transformed Roman society, 
economy, and culture 

• Evaluates the major legal, 
artistic, architectural, 
technological, and literary 
achievements of the Romans 
and the influence of Hellenistic 
cultural traditions on Roman 
Europe 

 
4.2  Understands the decline of the 
Roman Empire
• Identifies and evaluates factors 

which led to the decline of the 
Roman Empire 

• Analyzes the collapse of the 
western part of the classical 
Roman Empire and the survival 
of the eastern part 

 

 
5.1  Understands the processes 
that led to the emergence of 
agricultural societies around the 
world
• Identifies areas in Southwest 

Asia and the Nile valley 
where early farming 
communities appeared and 
analyzes factors that made 
farming possible 

• Analyzes differences between 
hunter-gatherer and agrarian 
communities in economy, 
social organization, and 
quality of living 

 
5.2  Understands the world 
industrial economy emerging in 
the 19th and 20th centuries 
• Identifies the major 

characteristics of the 
Industrial Revolution 

• Analyzes relationships 
between the expanding world 
market economy of the 16th 
through 18th centuries and the 
development of 
industrialization 

• Explains the leading ideas of 
Karl Marx and analyzes the 
impact of Marxist beliefs on 
politics, industry, and labor 
relations  

 
 
5.3  Understands how increasing 



• Describes the 
emergence of a center 
of Islamic civilization in 
Iberia and evaluates its 
economic and cultural 
achievements 

• Describes the cultural 
and social contributions 
of various ethnic and 
religious communities, 
particularly the Christian 
and Jewish, in the 
Abbasid lands and Iberia 

• Evaluates Abbasid 
contributions to 
mathematics, science, 
medicine, literature, and 
the preservation of 
Greek learning 

 
1.3  Understands the 
expansion of Christian 
Europe after 1000
• Analyzes connections 

between population 
growth and increased 
agricultural production 
and technological 
innovation 

• Explains urban growth in 
Europe and analyzes 
causes for the 
expansion of 
manufacturing, 
interregional trade, and 
a money economy in 
Europe 

• Analyzes the causes 
and consequences of 
the European Crusades 
against Syria and 
Palestine 

• Describes the life of 
Jewish communities  

• Analyzes how the rise of 
schools and universities 
contributed to literacy, 
learning, and scientific 
advancement 

 

social, and economic 
status of peasants 

• Analyzes the 
importance of 
monasteries and 
convents as centers of 
political power, 
economic productivity, 
and communal life 

 
2.3  Understands 
feudalism and the growth 
of centralized monarchies 
and nation-states in 
Europe 
• Describes feudal 

lordship and explains 
how feudal 
relationships provided 
a foundation of political 
order in parts of 
Europe 

• Describes manorialism 
and serfdom as 
institutions of medieval 
Europe 

• Analyzes how 
European monarchies 
expanded their power 
at the expense of 
feudal lords 

• Analyzes the 
significance of 
developments in 
medieval English legal 
and constitutional 
practice and their 
importance for modern 
democratic thought 
and institutions 

• Explains the changing 
political relationship 
between the Catholic 
church and secular 
states 

• Analyzes how 
prosperous city-states 
arose in Italy and 
northern Europe 

 

 
3.3 Understands the 

emergence of Judaism and 
the historical significance 
of the Hebrew Kingdoms 

• Explains the fundamental 
teachings and practices of 
Judaism and compares 
Jewish monotheism with 
polytheistic religions of 
Southwest Asia 

• Explains the development of 
the Jewish kingdoms and 
analyzes how the Jews 
maintained religious and 
cultural traditions despite the 
destruction of these kingdoms 

• Assesses the significance of 
the Babylonian captivity for 
the survival of Judaism 

• Analyzes the significance of 
the Jewish Diaspora for the 
transmission of Judaism in 
the Mediterranean region and 
Southwest Asia 

 
3.4  Understands how 
new states developed along the 
Mediterranean Sea in the second 
millennium B.C. 
• Analyzes how an urban 

civilization emerged on Crete 
and evaluates its 
achievements 

• Explains the development of 
commercial communities in 
such Mediterranean cities as 
Byblos 

• Explains the influence of 
Phoenician trade and culture 
on later civilizations 

 
3.5   Understands the major 
cultural achievements of Greek 
civilization
• Identifies the major 

characteristics of Hellenic 
architecture and sculpture 
and assesses the ways in 
which architecture, sculpture, 

4.3  Understands the expansion of 
Christianity beyond the land of its 
origin
• Traces the extent and 

consequences of Christian 
expansion in Asia, Africa, and 
Europe to the 4th century 

 
4.4  Understands the concept of 
“classical civilizations” 
• Defines the concept of “classical 

civilizations” 
• Assesses the enduring 

importance of ideas, institutions, 
and art forms that emerged in 
the classical periods 

 
4.5  Understands the foundations 
of a new civilization in Western 
Christendom in the 500 years 
following the breakup of the 
western Roman Empire
• Assesses the importance of 

monasteries, convents, the Latin 
Church, and missionaries in the 
Christianizing of western and 
central Europe 

• Explains the development of the 
Merovingian and Carolingian 
states and assesses their 
success at maintaining public 
order and local defense in 
western Europe 

• Analyzes how the preservation 
of Greco-Roman and early 
Christian learning in 
monasteries and convents and 
in Charlemagne’s royal court 
contributed to the emergence of 
European civilization 

• Analyzes the growth of papal 
power and the changing political 
relations between the popes and 
the secular rulers of Europe 

 
4.6  Understands the 
transformations in Europe 
following the economic and 
demographic crises of the 14th 
century 

economic interdependence has 
transformed human society
• Explains why the Cold War 

ended and assesses its 
significance  

• Analyzes the development of 
the globalization of the world 
economy and its impact on 
technology, communications, 
economic growth, workers, 
culture, and the environment 

 
 



 
1.4  Understands the global 
scope, outcome, and 
human costs of World War I 
• Describes the major 

turning points of the war 
and the principal 
theaters of conflict 

• Explains how massive 
industrial production and 
innovations in military 
technology affected 
strategy, tactics, and the 
scale and duration of the 
war 

• Reads All Quiet on the 
Western Front and 
evaluates the novel as a 
testament to the impact 
of war on individuals 

• Analyzes how the 
Russian Revolution and 
the entry of the United 
States affected the 
course and outcome of 
the war 

• Describes the conflicting 
aims and aspirations of 
the conferees at 
Versailles and analyzes 
the responses of major 
powers to the terms of 
the settlement 

• Explains how the 
collapse of the German, 
Hapsburg, and Ottoman 
empires and the creation 
of new states affected 
international relations in 
Europe and the Middle 
East 

• Explains how the 
League of Nations was 
founded and assesses 
its promise and 
limitations as a vehicle 
for achieving lasting 
peace 

 
1.5 Understands the 

2.4  Understands how 
modern nationalism 
affected European politics 
and society
• Describes the 

unification Germany  
• Assesses the 

importance of 
nationalism as a 
source of tension and 
conflict in the Austro-
Hungarian and 
Ottoman empires 

 
 
 

and painting expressed or 
influenced social values and 
attitudes 

• Identifies major Greek myths 
and dramas and assesses 
how they reflected social 
values and attitudes 

• Explains the leading ideas of 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 
Herodotus, and other 
philosophers and historians 

 
3.6  Understands the emergence 
of Christianity in the context of 
the Roman Empire 
• Describes the lives of Jesus 

and Paul and explains the 
fundamental teachings of 
Christianity 

• Analyzes how Christianity 
spread widely in the Roman 
Empire 

 
3.7 Understands the 
emergence of Islam and how it 
spread 
• Describes the life of 

Muhammad and the 
development of the early 
Muslim community 

• Describes the basic teachings 
and practices of Islam 

• Explains how Islam spread in 
Southwest Asia and the 
Mediterranean region 

• Analyzes how the Arab 
Caliphate became 
transformed into an empire 
under the Umayyad dynasty  

• Explains how the Muslim 
community became divided 
into Sunnis and Shi’ites 

• Analyzes Arab Muslim 
success in founding an 
empire stretching from 
western Europe to India  

 
 
 

• Explains the origins and 
characteristics of the plague 
pandemic of the mid-14th 
century 

• Analyzes the demographic, 
economic, social, and political 
effects of the plague pandemic 
in the second half of the 14th 
century 

• Assesses ways in which long-
term climatic change contributed 
to Europe’s economic and social 
crisis in the 14th century 

• Assesses the effects of crises in 
the Catholic Church on its 
organization and prestige 

• Understands the causes and 
consequences of the Hundred 
Years’ War 

 
4.7  Understands the Renaissance, 
Reformation, and Catholic 
Reformation
• Defines humanism as it 

emerged in Italy in the 14th and 
15th centuries and analyzes how 
study of Greco-Roman antiquity 
gave rise to new forms of 
literature, philosophy, and 
education 

• Evaluates the aesthetic and 
cultural significance of major 
changes in the techniques of 
painting, sculpture, and 
architecture 

• Analyzes the social and 
intellectual significance of the 
technological innovation of 
printing with movable type 

• Evaluates major achievements 
in literature, music, painting, 
sculpture, and architecture in 
16th-century Europe 

• Explains discontent among 
Europeans with the late 
medieval Church   

• Analyzes the beliefs and ideas 
of the leading Protestant 
reformers 

• Explains the aims and policies 



global scope, outcome, and 
human costs of World War 
II 
• Explains the major 

turning points of the war, 
and describes the 
principal theaters of 
conflict 

• Assesses how the 
political and diplomatic 
leadership of such 
individuals as Churchill, 
Roosevelt, Hitler, 
Mussolini, and Stalin 
affected the outcome of 
the war 

• Analyzes how and why 
the Nazi regime 
perpetrated a “war 
against the Jews” and 
describes the 
devastation suffered by 
Jews and other groups 
in the Nazi Holocaust 

• Reads Night to 
understand the human 
cost of the Holocaust 

• Assesses the 
consequences of World 
War II as a total war 

 
1.6  Understands how 
global power shifts took 
place after the Cold War 
broke out in the aftermath 
of World War II 
• Compares the United 

States’ commanding 
economic position and 
international leadership 
after World War II with 
its international policies 
following World War I 

• Explains how political, 
economic, and military 
conditions prevailing in 
the mid-1940s led to the 
Cold War 

• Analyzes major 
differences in the 

of the Catholic Reformation 
• Analyzes causes of religious 

wars in 16th- and 17th-century 
Europe and accounts for the rise 
of religious pluralism 

 
4.8  Understands the rising military 
and bureaucratic power of 
European states between the 16th 
and 18th centuries 
• Analyzes the character, 

development, and sources of 
wealth of strong bureaucratic 
monarchies in the 16th century 

• Explains how the English Civil 
War and the Revolution of 1688 
affected government, religion, 
economy, and society in that 
country 

• Explains the impact of the 
English Revolution on the 
outbreak of the American 
Revolution 

 
4.9 Understands how the 

Scientific Revolution 
contributed to transformation 
in European society 

• Explains connections between 
the Scientific Revolution and its 
antecedents such as Greek 
rationalism, Muslim science, 
Renaissance humanism, and 
new global knowledge 

• Explains the cultural, religious, 
and scientific impact of 
astronomical discoveries and 
innovations from Copernicus to 
Newton 

• Analyzes the importance of 
discoveries in mathematics, 
physics, biology, and chemistry 
for European society 

 
4.10   Understands the 
significance of the Enlightenment 
in European and world history 
• Explains connections between 

the Enlightenment and its 
antecedents such as Roman 



political ideologies and 
values of the Western 
democracies and the 
Soviet bloc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

republicanism, the Renaissance, 
and the Scientific Revolution 

• Explains principal ideas of the 
Enlightenment such as 
toleration, natural rights, and 
contractual government 

• Assesses the impact of 
Enlightenment ideas on the 
development of modern 
nationalism and democratic 
thought and institutions 

 
4.11  Understands how the French 
Revolution contributed to 
transformation in Europe and the 
world 
• Analyzes how the Seven Years’ 

War, Enlightenment thought, the 
American Revolution, and 
growing internal economic crisis 
affected social and political 
conditions in Old Regime 
France 

• Compares the causes, 
character, and consequences of 
the American and French 
revolutions 

• Explains how the French 
Revolution developed from 
constitutional monarchy to 
democratic despotism to the 
Napoleonic empire 

• Describes how the wars of the 
revolutionary and Napoleonic 
period changed Europe and 
assesses Napoleon’s effects on 
the aims and outcomes of the 
revolution 

 
4.12  Understands the causes and 
consequences of World War I 
• Analyzes the importance of 

militarism, nationalism, and 
imperialism as underlying 
causes of the war 

• Analyzes the factors that 
produced military stalemate 

• Assesses the demographic, 
social, and economic 
consequences of the war 



 
4.13  Understands the causes and 
consequences of the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 
• Explains the causes of the 

Russian Revolution 
• Explains how the Bolsheviks 

adapted Marxist ideas to 
conditions peculiar to Russia 

• Describes the rise of Joseph 
Stalin to power in the Soviet 
Union 

• Analyzes ways in which 
collectivization and the first Five-
Year Plan disrupted and 
transformed Soviet society 

• Analyzes the challenges that 
revolutionary Russia posed to 
Western governments 

 
4.14  Understands the causes and 
consequences of World War II
• Explains the ideologies of 

fascism and Nazism  
• Analyzes how fascist and 

authoritarian regimes gained 
power and mass support in Italy, 
Germany, Spain, and Japan 

• Analyzes the relative importance 
of the legacy of World War I, the 
depression, ethnic and 
ideological conflicts, 
imperialism, and political or 
economic rivalries as underlying 
causes of the war 

• Explains German, Italian, and 
Japanese military conquests 
and drives for empire in the 
1930s 

• Analyzes the consequences of 
the failure of Britain, France, 
and the United States to 
effectively oppose fascist 
aggression 

• Analyzes the precipitating 
causes of the war and the 
reasons for early German and 
Japanese victories 

• Analyzes the motives and 
consequences of the Soviet 



nonaggression pacts with 
Germany and Japan  

• Assesses the social and political 
consequences of the war 

 
 
4.15  Understands major sources 
of tension and conflict in the 
contemporary world 
• Analyzes connections between 

globalizing trends in economy, 
technology, and culture in the 
late 20th century and dynamic 
assertions of traditional cultural 
identity and distinctiveness 

• Analyzes the reasons for the 
terrorist attacks on the United 
States and other nations and the 
subsequent “war on terror” 

 
 

 


