
Boyer Valley Language Arts Standards and Benchmarks (6-05) 
 

 
 

 Uses the general 
skills and strategies 
of the reading 
process (print-
sound code) 

Uses reading skills and 
strategies to understand 
and interpret a variety of 
literary and informative 
texts (getting the 
meaning) 

Demonstrates reading 
habits of proficient 
readers 

Writes clearly and 
effectively 

Writes in a variety of 
forms for different 
audiences and 
purposes 

Understands and uses 
the steps of the writing 
process 

Develops sound writing 
habits and attitudes 

 
Pre-
K 

 

1.1 Concepts of 
Print: Understands 
that print conveys 
meaning 
• knows that 

printed letters 
and words 
represent 
spoken language 

• recognizes 
environmental 
print 

• understands how 
books work, 
knows the 
orientation and 
parts of books 
and their 
functions (e.g. 
inverted, front 
and back, left to 
right 
progression) 

1.2 Knowledge of 
Phonemic 
Awareness 
• demonstrates 

understanding 
that spoken 
words consist of 
sequences of 
phonemes 

• explores with 
rhyming, begins 
to attend to 
rhyming sounds 

• isolates initial 
consonants in 
single-syllable 
words 

• listens to a 
sequence of 
separately 
spoken 
phonemes and 
then combine 

2.1 Accuracy 
• retells with details a 

personal experience 
or a story 

2.2 Comprehension 
• after hearing a story, 

student retells, 
reenacts, creates 
artwork, getting the 
events in the correct 
sequence 

• responds to questions 
before, during and 
after the story or non 
fiction text has been 
read (i.e. Yes/ No, 
what, when, why, 
where, how, and open 
ended, and open 
ended) 

• uses knowledge from 
their own experience  
to make connections 
to the text 

• makes predictions 
based on illustrations 
or portions of stories 
or text 
 

 

3.1 Reading or being 
read to 
• shows interest in story 

or non-fiction book 
• interacts with 1-2 

books, through read 
alouds or self 
selection daily 

3.2 Discussing books  
• makes up a story 

related to pictures in a 
story or non fiction 
book 

• answers yes/no,  who, 
what, when, why, 
where, how, and open 
ended questions 
before, during, and 
after story is read 
aloud 

Vocabulary 
• uses newly learned 

vocabulary and 
grammatical 
construction in own 
speech 

4.1 Applies writing 
conventions 
 
• experiments with a 

variety of writing 
materials and 
participates in a 
variety of writing 
experiences (e.g.  
on an easel, 
chalkboard, 
sidewalk, paper on 
floor) 

5.1 Writes for different 
audiences 
 
• attempts to 

communicate with 
others using 
scribbles, shapes, 
pictures 

6.1 Prewrite 
 
• experiments with a 

variety of writing 
materials and 
participates in a 
variety of writing 
experiences (e.g. on 
an easel , 
chalkboard, 
sidewalk, paper on 
the floor) 

7.1 Personal Writing 
 
• tells others about 

intended meaning of 
drawings and  writing 



the phonemes to 
form a word, /b/ 
/i/ /g/ is big 

• segmentation:  
breaks a word 
into separate 
sounds, saying 
each sound as 
individual 
phonemes 

• attends to 
syllables or parts 
of words, can 
clap or tap 
separate 
syllables (i.e., 
compound 
words; football, 
hotdog) 

1.3 Phonics 
• identifies some 

letters of the 
alphabet, 10 
letters generally 
in their own 
names 

1.4 Reading Words 
• recognizes some 

environmental 
print (i.e. STOP, 
McDonald’s, 
Trix) 

 
 



 
 
 

 Uses the general 
skills and strategies 
of the reading 
process (print-sound 
code) 

Uses reading skills and 
strategies to 
understand and 
interpret a variety of 
literary and informative 
texts (getting the 
meaning) 

Demonstrates reading 
habits of proficient 
readers 

Writes clearly and 
effectively 

Writes in a variety of 
forms for different 
audiences and 
purposes 

Understands and uses 
the steps of the writing 
process 

Develops sound writing 
habits and attitudes 

 
K 

 

1.1 Concepts of Print: 
Understands that 
print conveys 
meaning 
• knows that printed 

letters and words 
represent spoken 
language 

• recognizes 
environmental 
print 

• understands how 
books work, 
knows the parts of 
books and their 
functions (e.g. 
front and back, 
left to right 
progression, 
return sweep, 
one-to-one 
correspondence) 

• begins to track 
print when 
listening to 
familiar text being 
read, or when 
rereading familiar 
text 

1.2 Knowledge of 
Phonemic Awareness 
• demonstrates 

understanding 
that spoken words 
consist of 
sequences of 
phonemes 

• produce rhyming 
words and 
recognize pairs of 
rhyming words 

• isolate initial 
consonants in 
single-syllable 
words 

• segments words 
by phonemes  

• blends spoken 

2.1 Accuracy & Fluency
• reads “emergently” 

that is, “reread” a 
favorite story, 
recreating the words 
of the text with fluent 
intonation and 
phrasing and 
showing through 
verbal statements or 
occasional pointing. 

2.2 Self-Monitoring and 
Self-Correcting 
Strategies 
• looks at the correct 

page 
• the word they are 

saying is the one 
they are pointing to 
(1:1 correlation) 

• notices when simple 
sentences, being 
read, fail to make 
sense 

• listens to stories 
read aloud and 
monitors whether 
the story is making 
sense (e.g. they say 
they don’t 
understand 
something 
happening in the 
story) 

2.3 Comprehension 
• after reading text on 

their own, gives 
evidence that they 
are following the 
meaning (retelling 
what they have read 
using their own 
words) 

• after hearing a story, 
is able to retell, 
reenact, create 
artwork or a written 
response, getting 

3.1 Reading or being 
read to 
• listens to 1-2 books 

read aloud each day. 
• “rereads”  familiar 

books daily either 
independently of with 
a partner 

• engages with a range 
of genres: literature, 
(stories, songs, plays, 
poems); functional 
text (how-to books, 
signs, labels, 
messages); 
informational texts, all 
about books, attribute 
texts) 

3.2 Discussing literary 
and informative texts 
• discussions should be 

occurring between 
teacher/student and 
student/student 

• processes texts at 
different levels-literal, 
making 
interpretations, 
making connections 
(text to text/self/world) 

3.3 Vocabulary 
• notices words they 

don’t know  when they 
are read to and talked 
with and guesses 
what the words mean 
from how they are 
used 

• learns and uses new 
words everyday from 
talk and books read 
aloud. 

 
 

4.1 Develops concept 
and design 
• chooses an idea 

from which to draw 
and write 

 
4.2 Uses style 
appropriate to the 
audience and purpose 
• uses emergent 

writing skills for a 
variety of purposes 
(lists, labeling, 
journal writing, 
informational etc.) 

 
4.3 Applies writing 
conventions 
• writes from left to 

right and top to 
bottom on the page 

• leaves space 
between words 

• begins to explore 
capitalization and 
punctuation 

• forms letters 
correctly-upper and 
lower case 

• begins invented 
spelling 

5.1 Writes for different 
audiences 
• uses emergent 

writing skills to write 
for self, teacher or 
other audience 
(picture books, 
friendly letters, 
invitations, personal 
experience 
narratives, stories 
etc.) 

 
5.2 Writes for different 
purposes 
• uses emergent 

writing skills for a 
variety of purposes 
(to entertain, inform, 
learn and 
communicate ideas) 

 
5.3 Writes in a variety of 
forms 
• uses emergent 

writing skills to write 
in a variety of forms 
(picture books, 
friendly letters, 
invitations, personal 
experience 
narratives, stories, 
etc.) 

6.1 Prewrite 
• generates ideas 
 
6.2 Draft 
• draws pictures to 

represent ideas 
 
6.3 Revise 
• explores the use of 

new words to make 
writing interesting 

• adds details to 
support topic using 
developmentally 
appropriate writing 
skills 

 
6.4 Edit 
• Recognizes errors in 

writing and makes 
corrections 

 
6.5 Publish 
• produces a  written 

product to share with 
an audience 

 
 

7.1 Analyzes and 
evaluates the 
effectiveness of written 
work 
• notices when simple 

sentences fail to 
make sense 

 
7.2 Uses writing to learn 
strategies 
• makes an effort  to 

reread their own 
writing and writing of 
others 

• develops a 
connection between 
emergent reading 
skills (phonemic 
awareness, phonics, 
grammar, sight 
words) and 
developmentally 
applies it to their 
writing 

 
7.3 Personal Writing 
• independently writes 

using pictures and 
words to express 
feelings and or 
personal 
experiences 



segments (e.g. 
when teacher 
stretches out m-o-
m, the child can 
blend it together 
as mom.) 

• blends onsets and 
rimes to form 
words;  

• given a spoken 
set dan, dan, den, 
identifies that the 
first two are the 
same. 

• given a spoken 
set like dak, pat, 
zen, identifies the 
first two as 
sharing one same 
sound 

1.3 Phonics: 
Relationship between 
letters and sounds 
• recognizes all 

upper and lower 
case letters 

• recognizes and 
says the common 
sounds of letters 
and write a letter 
that goes with a 
spoken sound 

• uses knowledge 
of sounds and 
letters to write 
phonetically, 
(invented/ 
temporary 
spelling) 
representing 
consonant sounds 
with single letters 
in the correct 
sequence.  

1.4 Reading Words 
• reads simple text 

containing familiar 
letter sound 
correspondences 
and high 
frequency words. 

• reads some words 
independently, 
including a small 
number (about 
20) of simple high 

the events in the 
correct sequence 

• Responds to 
questions about the 
content. (i.e. Yes/ 
No, 5WH, and open 
ended) 

• uses knowledge 
from their own 
experience to make 
connections to the 
text  

• makes predictions 
based on 
illustrations or 
portions of stories or 
text. 



frequency words 
that are 
recognized by 
sight. (the, I, am, 
you, is, are) 

• reads familiar 
texts emergently, 
i.e., not 
necessarily 
verbatim from the 
print alone. 
 

 



 
 

 Uses the general 
skills and strategies 
of the reading 
process (print-sound 
code) 

Uses reading skills and 
strategies to 
understand and 
interpret a variety of 
literary and informative 
texts (getting the 
meaning) 

Demonstrates reading 
habits of proficient 
readers 

Writes clearly and 
effectively 

Writes in a variety of 
forms for different 
audiences and 
purposes 

Understands and uses 
the steps of the writing 
process 

Develops sound writing 
habits and attitudes 

1st 
 

Phonemic Awareness 
• blend or segment 

the phonemes of 
most one syllable 
words  

• substitutes letters 
in any position to 
form a new word 
(i.e., “fort” to 
“fork”, “bat” to 
“but” 

Phonics 
• accurately 

decodes regular, 
one-syllable 
words and 
nonsense words 
(“sit”, “zot”) 

• uses letter-sound 
correspondence 
knowledge to 
decode unknown 
words when 
reading text 

Reading Words 
• recognizes about 

150 common 
irregularly spelled 
words by sight, 
(have, said, 
where, to) 

• has a reading 
vocabulary of 
300-500 sight 
words and easily 
decoded words  

 

Accuracy 
• reads grade level 

appropriate material 
(90 percent or better 
accuracy with self-
corrections)  

Fluency 
• reads aloud from 

books using 
intonation, pauses, 
and emphasis that 
signal the structure 
of the sentence and 
the meaning of the 
text 

Self monitoring and self 
correcting strategies 
• monitors own 

reading and self-
corrects  

• solves unknown 
words through 
strategies  

• checks solution to a 
difficult word against 
their knowledge or 
the print-sound 
correspondence and 
the meaning of the 
text 

Comprehension 
• notices when 

difficulties are 
encountered in 
understanding text 

• tells what the book is 
about (summarizing) 

• predicts and justifies 
what will happen 
next in stories 

• describes new 
information gained 
from text 

• answers simple, 
written 
comprehension 
questions based on 

Independent and 
assisted reading 
• reads four or more 

books per day 
independently or 
assisted 

• discusses at least one 
of these books with a 
peer or in a group 

• reads some favorite 
books many times 
gaining deeper 
comprehension 

• reads own writing and 
sometimes the writing 
of their classmates 

Being read to 
• reads two to four 

books or other texts, 
(i.e. poems, letters, 
instructions, 
newspaper articles, 
dramatic scripts, 
songs read aloud 
everyday 

• listens to and 
discusses everyday at 
least one book or 
chapter that is longer 
and more difficult than 
what they can read 
independently or with 
assistance 

Discussing literary and 
informative texts 
• compares two books 

by the same author 
• talks about several 

books on the same 
theme 

• refers explicitly to 
parts of the text when 
presenting or 
defending a claim 

• demonstrates skills of 
comprehension 
(summarizing, 

Develops concepts and 
design 
• chooses an idea 

from which to write 
• organizes written 

thoughts in a logical 
form 

 
Uses style appropriate 
to the audience and 
purpose 
• explores the use of 

new words to make 
writing more 
interesting 

• writes a simple 
sentence that is a 
complete thought 
and is easy to read 

 
Applies writing 
conventions 
• leaves spaces 

between words 
• uses age 

appropriate 
capitalization 

• uses age 
appropriate 
punctuation 

• writes legibly 
• uses invented 

spelling to write 
independently 

• begins to use high 
frequency words to 
write independently 

• begins to use 
phonics based 
knowledge to write 
independently 

Writes for different 
audiences 
• writes for self, 

teacher, or others 
 
Writes for different 
purposes 
• writes to entertain, 

inform, learn and 
communicate ideas 
(S) 

 
Writes in a variety of 
forms 
• produces a variety of 

compositions 
(picture books, 
letters, journals, 
stories, descriptions, 
poems, responses to 
literature) 

Prewrite 
• generates topics and 

content for writing 
(oral, story mapping, 
graphic organizers) 
(V) 

 
Draft 
• draws pictures to 

represent ideas (V) 
• writes short simple 

sentences with 
single thoughts 
transitioning into 
sentences with more 
detail 

 
Revise 
• rereads, rearranges 

words and 
sentences to clarify 
meaning (L) 

• evaluates own and 
others writing by 
asking questions 
and making 
comments about 
writing and helping 
classmates apply 
mechanical and 
grammatical 
conventions 

 
Edit 
• reorganizes and 

corrects errors in 
grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization and 
spelling at a 
developmentally 
appropriate level 

 
Publish 
• produces a product 

to share with others 
in a variety of ways 

Analyzes and evaluates 
the effectiveness of 
written work 
• recognizes and 

makes changes 
when simple 
sentences fail to 
make sense in their 
own and others 
writing 

 
Uses writing to learn 
strategies 
• rereads their own 

writing and the 
writing of others 

• develops a 
connection between 
reading skills 
(phonics, grammar, 
sight words, reading, 
and developmentally 
applies it to their 
writing) 

 
Personal Writing 
• expresses thoughts, 

feelings and 
experiences using 
pictures and 
sentences (MCGF, 
NV) 

 
 



the material read 
• discuses prior 

knowledge of topics 
in expository texts 

• use how, why and 
what- if questions to 
discuss nonfiction 
texts 

• maks connections 
between 
text/self/world 
 

 
 

predicting, restating, 
prior knowledge, 
asking questions) 

Vocabulary 
• shows evidence of 

expanding language 
repertoire, including 
increasing appropriate 
use of standard, more 
formal language 

• learns new words 
everyday from talk 
and books read aloud 

• talks about the 
meaning of some new 
words encountered in 
independent and 
assisted reading 

• makes sense of new 
words from how the 
words are used, 
refining sense of 
words as they 
encounter them again 

(MCGF, NV) 

 



 
 Uses the general 

skills and strategies 
of the reading 
process (print-sound 
code) 

Uses reading skills and 
strategies to 
understand and 
interpret a variety of 
literary and informative 
texts (getting the 
meaning) 

Demonstrates reading 
habits of proficient 
readers 

Writes clearly and 
effectively 

Writes in a variety of 
forms for different 
audiences and 
purposes 

Understands and uses 
the step of the writing 
process 

Develops sound writing 
habits and attitudes 

 
2nd 

 
 

Phonics 
• accurately 

decodes regular, 
multisyllable 
words, and 
nonsense words 
(i.e. capital, 
Kalamazoo) 

• accurately reads 
many irregularly 
spelled words and 
such spelling 
patterns as 
diphthongs, 
special vowel 
spellings, and 
common word 
endings 

Reading Words 
• has a reading 

vocabulary of at 
least 500+ 
commonly used 
words 

Accuracy 
• reads grade level 

appropriate material 
(90 percent or better 
accuracy with self-
corrections) 

Fluency 
• reads aloud from 

unfamiliar books 
they have previewed 
silently on their own, 
using intonation, 
pauses and 
emphasis that signal 
the meaning of the 
text 

• uses punctuation 
cues to guide 
meaning and oral 
fluency 

Self monitoring and self 
correcting strategies 
• rereads sentences 

or paragraphs when 
meaning is not clear 

• monitors own 
reading and self-
corrects  

• solves unknown 
words through 
strategies  

• checks their solution 
to a difficult word 
print-sound 
correspondence and 
the meaning of the 
text 

Comprehension 
• recalls facts and 

details of the text 
• reads nonfiction 

materials for 
answers to specific 
questions or for 
specific purposes 

• poses possible 
answers to how, why 
and what-if 

i

Independent and 
assisted reading 
• reads one- two short 

books or long 
chapters of good 
children’s’ literature 
everyday and 
discusses what they 
read with another 
student or group 

• reads good children’s’ 
literature everyday 

• reads multiple books 
by the same author 
and discusses 
differences and 
similarities among 
these books 

• rereads some favorite 
books or parts of 
longer books to gain 
comprehension and 
knowledge of author’s 
craft 

• reads the functional 
and instructional 
messages they see in 
the classroom 
environment (i.e. 
announcements, 
labels, instructions, 
menus, invitations) 

• reads voluntarily for 
interest and own 
purposes 

• reads many types of 
genre ( narrative 
accounts, responses 
to literature, 
information writing, 
reports, narrative 
procedures, memoirs, 
poetry, plays) 

Being read to 
• has worthwhile 

literature read to them 
to model the language 
and craft of good 

iti f i t

Develops concept and 
design 
• uses a variety of 

prewriting strategies 
• organizes thoughts 

in a logical 
sequence 

 
Uses style appropriate 
to the audience and 
purpose 
• communicates ideas 

or facts 
• begins to share 

feelings and 
emotions about the 
topic 

 
Applies writing 
conventions 
• uses age 

appropriate spelling 
o  spells 

correctly 
previously 
studied 
words and 
spelling 
patterns 

o  represents 
each 
sound in a 
word when 
spelling 
independe
ntly 

• uses age 
appropriate grammar 
(subject-verb 
agreement and verb 
tenses) 

• uses capital letters 
accurately 
(beginning of a 
sentence) 

• uses correct 
punctuation 

 

Writes for different 
audiences 
• writes for self, 

teacher or others 
 
Writes for different 
purposes 
• writes to entertain, 

inform, learn and 
communicate ideas 
(MCGF) 

 
Writes in a variety of 
forms 
• writes stories, 

poems, letters, 
summaries, research 
reports and other 
literary forms 
(MCGF) 

Prewrite 
• Generates own 

topics using multiple 
resources including 
but not limited to  
brainstorming, 
graphic organizers 
(V) 

• Generates ideas 
• Uses resources and 

technology for 
research (GE) 

 
 
Draft 
• Writes using own 

vocabulary, spelling, 
and drawings (V) 

• Forms complete 
sentences, and 
thoughts 

 
 
Revise 
• Collects input from 

others 
(teacher/student 
student/student) 
(S,L) 

• Refines sentences 
(adds descriptive 
vocabulary, deletes 
extra information, 
rearranges words 
and sentences for 
clarity) 

 
Edit 
• Collects input from 

others 
(teacher/student 
student/student) 

• Corrects errors in 
grammar, spelling, 
punctuation and 
capitalization 

 
Publish 

Analyzes and evaluates 
the effectiveness of 
written work 
• Uses writing to make 

connections 
between self and 
world (GE) 

• Uses writing to 
express emerging 
thoughts and 
understanding 

 
Uses writing to learn 
strategies 
• Writes to express 

thoughts, feelings 
and experiences 



questions 
• makes connections 

between 
text/self/world 

• discusses or writes 
about the themes of 
a book (what the 
messages of the 
book might be) 

• traces characters 
and plots across 
multiple episodes 

• infers cause/effect 
relationships that are 
not stated explicitly 

 

writing from a variety 
of genres 

• listens to and 
discuses at least one 
text that is longer and 
more difficult than 
what they can read 
independently or with 
assistance 

• uses reading 
strategies explicitly 
modeled by adults in 
read alouds and 
assisted reading 

Discussing literary and 
informative texts 
• demonstrates skills of 

comprehension 
(summarizing, 
predicting, restating, 
prior knowledge, 
asking questions of 
the author, 
understanding theme,  
inferring ) 

• challenges other 
members of the group 
on accuracy of facts, 
providing supporting 
information or logic of 
information stated 

• recognizes genre 
features and compare 
works by different 
authors in the same 
genre 

Vocabulary 
• recognizes when they 

don’t know what a 
word means and uses 
a variety of strategies 
for making sense of 
how it is used in the 
passage they are 
reading 

• learns new words 
everyday from their 
reading and talk 

• talks about the 
meaning of some new 
words encountered in 
reading after they 
have finished reading 
and discussing the 
text 

• Produces a final 
product (using 
appropriate 
technology when 
needed) (G, C) 

• Shares completed 
work (S, L) 



 
 Uses the general 

skills and strategies 
of the reading 
process (print-sound 
code) 
 

Uses reading skills and 
strategies to 
understand and 
interpret a variety of 
literary and informative 
texts (getting the 
meaning) 

Demonstrates reading 
habits of proficient 
readers 

Writes clearly and 
effectively 

Writes in a variety of 
forms for different 
audiences and 
purposes 

Understands and uses 
the steps of the writing 
process 

Develops sound writing 
habits and attitudes 

 
3rd 

 

Phonics 
• uses letter-sound 

knowledge and 
structural analysis 
to decode 
words(i.e. 
syllabication, 
vowel patterns, 
affixes) 

• infers word 
meaning  from 
taught roots, 
prefixes and 
suffixes 

 
 

Accuracy 
• reads grade level 

appropriate material 
(90 percent or better 
accuracy with self-
corrections) 

Fluency 
• reads aloud from 

unfamiliar books 
they have previewed 
silently on their own, 
using intonation, 
pauses and 
emphasis that signal 
the meaning of the 
text 

• uses the punctuation 
cues to guide 
meaning and oral 
reading fluency 

Self monitoring and self 
correcting strategies 
• rereads sentences 

or paragraphs when 
meaning is not clear 

• monitors own 
reading and self-
corrects  

• solves unknown 
words through 
strategies  

• checks solution to a 
difficult word with  
print-sound 
correspondence and 
the meaning of the 
text 

Comprehension 
• recalls facts and 

details of the text 
• reads nonfiction 

materials for 
answers to specific 
questions or for 
specific purposes 

• poses possible 
answers to how, why 
and what-if 

Independent and 
assisted reading 
• reads longer fictional 

selections and 
chapter books 
independently 

• reads multiple books 
by the same author 
and is able to discuss 
differences and 
similarities among 
these books 

• rereads some favorite 
books or parts of 
longer books gaining 
deeper 
comprehension and 
knowledge of author’s 
craft 

• reads the functional 
and instructional 
messages they see in 
the classroom 
environment (i.e. 
announcements, 
labels, instructions, 
menus, invitations) 

• reads voluntarily for 
interest and own 
purposes 

• reads many types of 
genre ( narrative 
accounts, responses 
to literature, 
information writing, 
reports, narrative 
procedures, memoirs, 
poetry, plays) 

Being read to 
• has worthwhile 

literature read to them 
to model the language 
and craft of good 
writing from a variety 
of genres 

• listens to and 
discusses at least one 
text that is longer and 

ff

Develops concept and 
design 
• writes to express 

thoughts, feelings 
and experiences 

 
Uses style appropriate 
to the audience and 
purpose 
• shares feelings and 

emotions about the 
topic with an 
awareness of the 
reader 

• chooses words and 
phrases appropriate 
for purpose and 
audience 

 
Applies writing 
conventions 
• uses age 

appropriate spelling 
and grammar, 
punctuation and 
capitalization 

• uses age 
appropriate spelling 
(spells correctly 
previously studied 
words and spelling 
patterns) 

• uses age 
appropriate grammar 
(uses correct 
noun/pronoun, verb 
tenses and 
subject/verb 
agreement) 

• capitalizes proper 
nouns and 
beginnings of 
sentences.  

• uses correct 
punctuation 

Writes for different 
audiences 
• writes for self, 

teacher, or others 
 
Writes for different 
purposes 
• writes to entertain, 

inform, learn and 
communicate ideas 
(MCGF) 

 
Writes in a variety of 
forms 
• writes stories, 

poems, letters, 
summaries, research 
reports and other 
literary forms 
(MCGF) 

Prewrite 
• generates own 

topics using multiple 
resources including 
but not limited to 
brainstorming, 
graphic organizers) 
(V) 

• generates ideas 
• uses resources and 

technology for 
research 

 
Draft 
• writes using own 

vocabulary, spelling, 
and drawings (V) 

• elaborates on 
central idea 

• writes paragraphs 
with main idea 
sentence and 
supporting details 

 
Revise 
• collects input from 

others 
(teacher/student 
student/student) 

• refines sentences 
(adds descriptive 
and connecting 
words, vocabulary, 
deletes extra 
information, 
rearranges words 
and sentences for 
clarity) 

• rearranges words, 
sentences and 
paragraphs for 
clarity 

 
Edit 
• collects input from 

others 
(teacher/student 
student/student) 

Analyzes and evaluates 
the effectiveness of 
written work 
• clarifies and refines 

own writing and that 
of others 

• presents and 
discusses own 
writing with other 
students and 
responds 
constructively to 
other students’ 
compositions 

 
Uses writing to learn 
strategies 
• uses writing to make 

connections 
between self and 
world (GE) 

• raises 
questions/finds 
answers 

 
Personal Writing 
• writes to express 

thoughts, feelings 
and experiences 



questions 
• make connections 

between 
text/self/world 

• previews text and 
establishes a 
purpose for reading 

• discuss or writes 
about the themes of 
the book-what the 
messages of the 
book might be 

• identifies main 
elements of text 
(main idea, plot, 
character, setting) 

• traces characters 
and plots across 
multiple episodes, 
perhaps ones that 
are read on several 
successive days 

• infers cause/effect 
relationships that are 
not stated explicitly 

 
 

more difficult than 
what they can read 
independently or with 
assistance 

• uses reading 
strategies explicitly 
modeled by adults in 
read alouds and 
assisted reading 

Discussing literary and 
informative texts 
• demonstrates 

comprehension skills 
(summarizing, 
predicting, restating, 
prior knowledge, 
asking questions of 
the author, 
understanding theme,  
inferring ) 

• challenges other 
members of the group 
on accuracy of facts, 
providing supporting 
information or logic of 
information stated 

• recognizes genre 
features and 
compares works by 
different authors in 
the same genre 

 
Vocabulary 
• recognizes when they 

don’t know what  a 
word means and uses 
a variety of strategies 
for making sense of 
how it is used in the 
passage they are 
reading 

• learns new words 
everyday from their 
reading and talking 

• talks about the 
meaning of some new 
words encountered in 
reading after they 
have finished reading 
and discussing the 
text 

• understands level 
appropriate reading 
vocabulary (i.e. 
synonyms, antonyms, 
homophones, multi-

• corrects errors in 
grammar, spelling, 
punctuation and 
capitalization 

 
Publish 
• produces a final 

product (using 
appropriate 
technology when 
needed) (G, C) 

• shares completed 
work (S, L) 

 
 



 
 Uses the general 

skills and strategies 
of the reading 
process  

Uses reading skills and 
strategies to 
understand and 
interpret a variety of 
literary and informative 
texts (getting the 
meaning) 

Demonstrates reading 
habits of proficient 
readers 

Writes clearly and 
effectively 

Writes in a variety of 
forms for different 
audiences and 
purposes 

Understands and uses 
the steps of the writing 
process 

Develops sound writing 
habits and attitudes 

4th 
 

Word Analysis 
• decodes words 

using phonetic 
and structural 
analysis (i.e. 
affixes, 
syllabication, 
vowel patterns, 
complex word 
families) 

• uses knowledge 
of root words, 
word origins, 
derivations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms and 
idioms to 
determine 
meaning of words 
and phrases 

 
 

Accuracy 
• reads grade level 

appropriate material 
(90 percent or better 
accuracy with self-
corrections) 

Fluency 
• reads with a rhythm, 

flow and meter that 
sounds like 
everyday speech 

• varies reading rate 
to match purpose 
and difficulty of text 

Self monitoring and self 
correcting strategies 
• monitors own 

reading strategies 
and makes 
modifications as 
needed 

Comprehension 
• Uses a variety of 

context clues to 
decode unknown 
words 

• recalls facts and 
details of a variety of 
text (functional text) 

• reads nonfiction 
materials for 
answers to specific 
questions or for 
specific purposes 

• poses possible 
answers to how, why 
and what-if 
questions 

• extends ideas read 
from nonfiction 

• interprets new 
information by using  
prior knowledge and 
experience when 
reading nonfiction 

• draws conclusions 
supported by text 

• make connections 

Independent Reading 
• Reads twenty five 

books from a diverse 
collection of 
fiction/nonfiction (i.e. 
newspaper, chapter 
books, informational 
books) 

• Uses personal criteria 
to select reading 
material 

• Reread some favorite 
books or parts of 
longer books gaining 
deeper 
comprehension and 
knowledge of author’s 
craft 

• Reads several books 
by the same author 
and evaluates 
elements of the 
author’s craft 

• Reads many types of 
genre ( narrative 
accounts, responses 
to literature, 
information writing, 
reports, narrative 
procedures, memoirs, 
poetry, plays) 

Discussing literary and 
informative texts 
• Demonstrate skills of 

comprehension 
(summarizing, 
predicting, restating, 
prior knowledge, 
asking questions of 
the author, 
understanding theme,  
inferring ) 

• Challenges other 
members of the group 
on accuracy of facts, 
providing supporting 
information or logic of 
information stated 

Develops concept and 
design 
• chooses own topic 
• writes a paragraph 

with a topic 
sentence and 
supporting details 

• organizes a 
composition with an 
introduction, body, 
and conclusion 

 
Uses style appropriate 
to the audience and 
purpose 
• shows an 

awareness of 
audience and 
purpose 

• chooses words and 
phrases appropriate 
for purpose and 
audience to convey 
the writer’s message 

• writes in an 
expressive and 
individualized style 
with the awareness 
of the purpose and 
audience 

 
Applies writing 
conventions 
• writes complete 

sentences in simple 
form 

• uses correct subject-
verb agreement 

• uses capital letters 
and punctuation 
accurately in final 
draft 

• identifies and uses 
essential parts of 
speech (i.e. nouns, 
verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, and 
pronouns) 

Writes for different 
audiences 
• Writes for self, 

teacher or other 
audiences (i.e. pen 
pal letters, letters to 
self, parents, 
grandparents, 
writing from another 
perspective (life as a 
pencil), editors) (G 

 
Writes for different 
purposes 
• writes for a variety of 

purposes (i.e. to 
entertain, to inform, 
to describe, to learn, 
to compare/contrast, 
to persuade) 

 
Writes in a variety of 
forms 
• writes in a variety of 

forms and genres 
(i.e. narratives, 
letters, journals, 
poems, essays, 
reports, stories, etc.) 
(G,C) 

Prewrite 
• generates ideas 

using brainstorming 
(L) 

• organizes and plans 
writing (story 
mapping, K-W-L, 
other graphic 
organizers, etc.) 

• uses available tools, 
technology, library 
and community 
resources (G,C,V) 

 
Draft 
• elaborates on 

central ideas 
• uses an 

organizational 
scheme 

• uses sentence 
variation 

• uses own 
vocabulary and 
spelling 

• forms complete 
sentences and 
thoughts 

• uses an introduction 
and a conclusion 

• uses sensory words 
 
Revise 
• identifies 

organization, word 
choice, and 
sentence fluency 

• adds appropriate 
language and/or 
graphics to enhance 
text and style 

• collects and 
incorporates input 
from others 

 
Edit 
• identifies beginning, 

middle, end for 

Analyzes and evaluates 
the effectiveness of 
written work 
• analyzes 

effectiveness of own 
writing and sets 
goals for 
improvement 

• identifies what 
constitutes 
plagiarism 
(paraphrasing) 

• uses established 
criteria to reflect on 
and improve writing 

• analyzes the works 
of effective writers to 
improve their own 
writing 

 
Uses writing to learn 
strategies 
• discovers 

connections and 
responds to topics 
(journaling) 

• documents learned 
information and new 
questions using 
graphic organizers 
(i.e. K-W-L, Venn 
diagram, etc.) (V) 

 
Personal Writing 
• writes fore personal 

enjoyment (i.e. 
journals, diaries, 
short stories, poetry, 
contests, letters) 



between 
text/self/world 

• previews text and 
establishes a 
purpose for reading 

• discuss or write 
about the themes of 
the book-what the 
messages of the 
book might be 

• identifies main 
elements of text 
(main idea, plot, 
character, setting) 

• infers cause/effect 
relationships that are 
not stated explicitly 

• paraphrases and 
summarizes text 
including functional 
text 

• demonstrates 
comprehension skills 
(summarizing, 
predicting, restating, 
prior knowledge, 
asking questions of 
the author, 
understanding 
theme,  inferring) 

• recognizes genre 
features and 
compares works by 
different authors in 
the same genre 

Vocabulary 
• Recognizes when 

they don’t know 
what a word means 
and use a variety of 
strategies for making 
sense of how it is 
used in the passage 
they are reading 

• Understands level 
appropriate reading 
vocabulary (i.e. 
synonyms, 
antonyms, 
homophones, multi-
meaning word) 

• Expands general 
and specialized 
reading vocabulary 
(in subject area 
content ) 

• Recognize genre 
features and compare 
works by different 
authors in the same 
genre 

• Talk about the 
meaning of some new 
words encountered in 
reading after they 
have finished reading 
and discussing the 
text 

 

paragraph structure 
• uses a variety of 

strategies to edit 
written work (i.e. 
grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
sentence structure 
and spelling) 

• uses a variety of 
resources to edit 
written work (i.e. 
word processor, 
thesaurus, 
dictionary, 
peer/teacher 
conferencing) (S, L, 
NV, MCGF) 

 
Publish 
• uses page format 

(paragraphs, 
margins, 
indentations) 

• selects format 
according to 
purpose 

• incorporates photos, 
illustrations, charts 
and graphs (V) 

• uses available 
technology to 
publish work (G, C) 

• shares completed 
work with selected 
audiences (S) 

• produces a legible 
final product 



 
 Uses the general 

skills and strategies 
of the reading 
process  

Uses reading skills and 
strategies to 
understand and 
interpret a variety of 
literary and informative 
texts (getting the 
meaning) 

Demonstrates reading 
habits of proficient 
readers 

Writes clearly and 
effectively 

Writes in a variety of 
forms for different 
audiences and 
purposes 

Understands and uses 
the steps of the writing 
process 

Develops sound writing 
habits and attitudes 

 
5th 

 
 
 

Word Analysis 
 
• Decodes words 

using phonetic 
and structural 
analysis (i.e. 
affixes, 
syllabication, 
vowel patterns, 
complex word 
families) 

• Uses knowledge 
of root words, 
word origins, 
derivations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms and 
idioms to 
determine 
meaning of words 
and phrases 

 
 

Accuracy 
• Reads grade level 

appropriate material 
(90 percent or better 
accuracy with self-
corrections) 

Fluency 
• Reads with a 

rhythm, flow and 
meter that sounds 
like everyday 
speech 

• Varies reading rate 
to match purpose 
and difficulty of text 

Self monitoring and self 
correcting strategies 
• Monitors own 

reading strategies 
and makes 
modifications as 
needed 

Comprehension 
• Recalls facts and 

details of a variety of 
text (functional text) 

• Reads nonfiction 
materials for 
answers to specific 
questions or for 
specific purposes 

• Uses a variety of 
context clues to 
decode unknown 
words (i.e. draws on 
reading ahead) 

• Poses possible 
answers to how, why 
and what-if 
questions 

• Extends ideas read 
from nonfiction 

• Interprets new 
information by using  
prior knowledge and 
experience when 
reading nonfiction 

• Draws conclusions 

Independent Reading 
• Reads twenty five 

books from a diverse 
collection of 
fiction/nonfiction (i.e. 
newspaper, chapter 
books, informational 
books) 

• Uses personal criteria 
to select reading 
material 

• Reread some favorite 
books or parts of 
longer books gaining 
deeper 
comprehension and 
knowledge of author’s 
craft 

• Reads several books 
by the same author 
and evaluates the 
author’s craft 

• Reads many types of 
genre ( narrative 
accounts, responses 
to literature, 
information writing, 
reports, narrative 
procedures, memoirs, 
poetry, plays) 

Discussing literary and 
informative texts 
• Demonstrate skills of 

comprehension 
(summarizing, 
predicting, restating, 
prior knowledge, 
asking questions of 
the author, 
understanding theme,  
inferring ) 

• Challenges other 
members of the group 
on accuracy of facts, 
providing supporting 
information or logic of 
information stated 

• Recognize genre 
f t d

Develops concept and 
design 
• Chooses own topic 
• Write paragraphs 

with a topic 
sentence and 
supporting details in 
logical order 

• Organizes a 
composition with a 
clear introduction, 
body and conclusion 

• Uses transitions to 
connect ideas within 
paragraphs 

 
Uses style appropriate 
to the audience and 
purpose 
• Shows awareness of 

audience and 
purpose 

• Chooses words and 
phrases appropriate 
for purpose and 
audience to convey 
the writer’s message 

• Writes in an 
expressive and 
individualized style 
with the awareness 
of the purpose and 
audience 

 
Applies writing 
conventions 
• Writes complete 

sentences in a 
variety of forms (i.e. 
simple, compound 
complex) 

• Identifies and uses 
the essential parts of 
speech (i.e. noun, 
pronoun, verb, 
adverb, adjective, 
interjection, 
conjunction and 

iti )

Writes for different 
audiences 
• Writes for self, 

teacher, or other 
audiences  (i.e. pen 
pal letters, letters to 
self, parent, 
grandparents, 
writing from another 
perspective (life as a 
pencil), editors) (G) 

 
Writes for different  
purposes 
• Writes for a variety 

of different purposes 
(i.e.  to entertain, to 
inform, to describe, 
to learn, to 
persuade, to record, 
to compare/contrast) 

 
Writes in a variety of 
forms 
• Writes in a variety of 

forms and genres 
(i.e. narratives, 
letters, journals, 
poems, essays, 
reports, stories, 
electronic 
presentations (G, C, 
VC) 

Prewrite 
• Generates ideas (i.e. 

brainstorming, 
listing. Small group 
collaboration, etc.) 
(L) 

• Organizes and plan 
writing (i.e. story 
mapping, Venn 
diagrams, webbing 
etc.) 

• Uses available tools, 
technology, library 
and community 
resources (G, C, V) 

 
Draft 
• Uses paragraphs to 

develop separate 
ideas 

• Elaborates on a 
topic and supporting 
ideas 

• Writes with attention 
to audience 

• Uses an 
organizational 
scheme 

• Uses sentence 
variation 

• Uses own 
vocabulary and 
spelling 

• Forms complete 
sentences and 
thoughts 

• Uses an introduction 
and a conclusion 

• Uses sensory words 
 
Revise 
• Examines 

organization, word 
choice and sentence 
fluency 

• Collects and 
incorporates input 
from others 

Analyzes and evaluates 
the effectiveness of 
written work 
• Analyzes 

effectiveness of own 
writing and set goals 
for improvement 

• Identifies what 
constitutes 
plagiarism 
(paraphrasing) 

• Analyzing the works 
of effective writers to 
improve their own 
writing 

 
Uses writing to learn 
strategies 
• Discovers 

connections and 
responds to topics 
(i.e. journaling) 

• Documents learned 
information and new 
questions using 
graphic organizers 
(i.e. K-W-L, Venn 
diagram etc.) (V) 

 
Personal Writing 
• Writes for personal 

enjoyment (i.e. 
journals, diaries, 
short stories, poetry, 
contests, letters) 



supported by text 
• Make connections 

between 
text/self/world 

• Previews text and 
establishes a 
purpose for reading 

• Discuss or write 
about the themes of 
the book-what the 
messages of the 
book might be 

• Identifies main 
elements of text 
(main idea, plot, 
character, setting) 

• Infer cause/effect 
relationships that are 
not stated explicitly 

• Paraphrases and 
summarizes text 
including functional 
text 

• Understands author 
use of figurative 
language (idioms, 
similes) 

• Understands 
author’s purpose (to 
persuade, inform, 
entertain) 

• Reflects on what has 
been learned after 
reading and 
formulates 
responses to text 

• Demonstrate skills of 
comprehension 
(summarizing, 
predicting, restating, 
prior knowledge, 
asking questions of 
the author, 
understanding 
theme,  inferring ) 

• Recognize genre 
features and 
compare works by 
different authors in 
the same genre 

Uses text organizers 
• Headings, topic and 

summary sentences, 
graphic features, 
chapter titles to 
determine the main 

features and compare 
works by different 
authors in the same 
genre 

• Talk about the 
meaning of some new 
words encountered in 
reading after they 
have finished reading 
and discussing the 
text 

 

preposition) 
• Uses capital letters 

and punctuation 
accurately in final 
draft 

• Spells 
developmentally 
appropriate words 
correctly in final draft 

 
Edit 
• Uses a variety of 

strategies to edit 
written work (i.e. 
grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
sentence structure 
and spelling) 

• Uses a variety of 
resources to edit 
written work (i.e. 
word processor, 
thesaurus, 
dictionary, 
peer/teacher 
conferencing) (L, S, 
NV, MCGF, G) 

 
Publish 
• Uses page format 

(i.e. paragraphs, 
margins, 
indentations) 

• Selects format 
according to 
purpose 

• Incorporates photos, 
illustrations, charts 
and graphs (V) 

• Uses available 
technology to 
publish work (G) 

• Shares completed 
work with selected 
audience 

• Produce a legible 
final product 

 
 



ideas and to locate 
information in a text 

Vocabulary 
• Recognizes when 

they don’t know 
what a word means 
and use a variety of 
strategies for making 
sense of how it is 
used in the passage 
they are reading 

• Understands level 
appropriate reading 
vocabulary (i.e. 
synonyms, 
antonyms, 
homophones, multi-
meaning words) 

• Expands general 
and specialized 
reading vocabulary 
(in subject area 
content ) 
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