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The mission of the Boyer Valley  
Community School District
is to promote and deliver a comprehensive,
futuristic educational program
challenging all students to develop their full potential
by providing and using all available resources.

This newsletter is prepared in the office of the Superintendent
to inform parents and other interested persons of the

happenings concerning the Boyer Valley Community School. 
Contributions include students, faculty, and administration.
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From the desk of Thomas Vint,  
Superintendent 
By Thomas Vint
vintt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Issues for the 2011-12 District Budget 
      There are several issues being debated by the Iowa Legislature this session that will 
have a major impact on school funding.  The first issue would be allowable growth.  This 
is the mechanism schools have to grow their budgets each year to keep up with increas-
ing costs.  The Iowa House has proposed 0% allowable growth for next year while the 
Iowa Senate has proposed 2% growth.  As budget items such as salaries, health insur-
ance and fuel costs increase, schools need the allowable growth in their budgets to keep 
pace.  Iowa has not had 0% allowable growth since the current finance formula was put 
in place several years ago. 

      Also, pre-school funding is a major issue making headlines in the news.  Currently, 
a huge majority of 4-year old students are able to attend pre-school for free in schools 
across the state. Funding is provided by the state at a rate of 60% the per pupil cost for 
each student.  For example, for the 2010-11 school year, Boyer Valley received $56,477 
in state aid to help with educating students in our pre-school.  For next year, under the 
current formula, BV would receive $91,775 in state funding for pre-school since we have 
more students in the program.  Governor Branstad and the House have proposed reduc-
ing state aid for pre-school substantially and having a system whereby those parents 
that can afford to pay for pre-school would pay on a pre-determined scale.  Currently, 
there seems to be a stalemate on this issue between the House and the Senate.  If no bill 
passes, the current system would be carried over to next year. 

      In addition,, another major influence on our budget for next year is the increased cost 
of IPERS contributions which will be required of the school district.  The IPERS rate paid 
by the district for each employee will increase from 6.95% to 8.07% for next year.  With 
our current employees, that increase will cost the district an additional $24,950. 

      As you can see, what happens during the legislative session in Des Moines has a 
major effect on how we manage our schools.  Our main priority has to be on doing what 
is best for the students of Iowa.  I am hopeful our leaders will keep this foremost in their 
thoughts as decisions are made for the future of education in our state.

VOLUNTEERS BUILD 
A BETTER WORLD 

100 Years from now…

It will not matter

the type of house I lived in,

what my bank account was,

or the kind of car I drove,

but the world will be different

because I was a VOLUNTEER. 
 

Here at Boyer Valley our heart-
felt thanks go out to the volunteers 
who fold the newsletters, read 
to and mentor our students, or 
organize student activities such as 
after-prom parents, Booster Club, 
etc.  These are a few of the ways 
volunteers’ help us out which not 
only saves us time but also sets 
a great example for our students.  
Volunteers, we thank you for shar-
ing your time and your talents.  

National Volunteer Week is April 
10 – April 16, so take a minute 
to thank all the volunteers of our 
community who are building a bet-
ter world. 

Please Clear Year End School Fees
As we close another year we would like to remind you to make sure all your fees 

for the year have been paid.  These include but are not limited to school lunch fees, 
academy, lost or misplaced books, activity uniforms, kdg. milk or text book fees.  
Your student will not be signed out on the last day if they have any kind of balance.  
If you are unsure of any unpaid balances, please feel free to call the office. 

Thank you for your support.
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Bullpup News
By Mike Weber,  BV North Elementary Principal 
weberm@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Bullpup News     continued on page 3

Grandparents’ Day 
Grandparents’ Day activities at the elementary building are being 

planned for Thursday, April 21, 2011.  The first activities will begin 
in the gym at 10:30 AM.  School will be dismissed at 2:15 PM that 
day, but students may leave with their guests at 1:00 PM with prior 
written permission from parents. 

Kindergarten Roundup 
Kindergarten Roundup is scheduled for Friday, April 8 at the 

elementary building in Dow City.  If you have a child that turns 5 by 
September 15, 2011, please call the elementary office (674-3248) 
to get him/her on our list.  We will send you an information packet 
when we have you on our list.  Taking part in our Roundup does not 
require your child to attend kindergarten next fall unless he/she is 6 
by September 15, 2011.  Classes for this year’s kindergartners will 
not be in session on April 8 due to Roundup activities.  The Boyer 
Valley Lil’ Pup Preschool will also not be in session that day. 

Elementary Spring Concert 
The elementary spring concert will be held on Thursday, May 12 

at 6:30 PM at the gym in Dow City.  Please come out to see the 
wonderful talents that our elementary students possess. 

K-2 Fun Day 
The K-2 Fun Day will be held on Wednesday, May 18.  The 

events will be held in the afternoon.  We will send a letter out at a 
later date in regards to the exact times.  If it is raining that day all 
Fun Day activities will be moved to the elementary gym in Dow City.

 

Puppy Relays (Grades 3-6) 
The Puppy Relays for grades 3 – 6 will be held on Friday, May 

13.  This big event will take place at the track in Dunlap and will run 
from 10:15 AM – 3:00 PM.  Please have your child dress appropri-
ately for the day.  Jackets and sweatpants may be needed in the 
morning.  Students may ride home with a parent as long as notifica-
tion is made prior to that day, but we expect all students to stay until 
the completion of all events.   
 
 5th Grade Orientation 

This year’s 5th grade students will be taking part in a middle 
school orientation on the morning of May 13.  This orientation will 
immediately precede the Puppy Relays activities that day.  The 5th 
grade students will have breakfast, meet their future teachers, and 

get a tour of the MS/HS building.  Fifth graders that live in Dunlap 
can stay at the Dunlap building with Mrs. Hanigan that morning 
rather than going to Dow City.  Dow City and Arion students will ride 
their normal shuttle buses that morning with Mrs. Malone. 

Class Lists 
Soon the elementary staff will be creating class lists for the 

2011 – 2012 school year.  Below you will find the policy regarding 
requesting teachers as written in the elementary student handbook: 

“It should be understood that many factors are consid-
ered when assigning students to a particular teacher/
classroom each year. The elementary principal and the 
teachers work together to develop class rosters that ben-
efit the most students.  With that in mind, a parent re-
quest to have their child placed in a specific teacher’s 
classroom will be considered, along with other factors,  
if the requests are timely.  Written requests must be in the el-
ementary principal’s office by May 1.  Written requests should 
include the reason for the request.  Due to the other factors 
that are considered by the elementary principal and staff, 
some requests may be unable to be honored.” 

The elementary staff is confident it can create class lists that are 
beneficial to the most students.  We take into consideration many 
factors when creating these lists.  Please consider this before mak-
ing a request.  Keep in mind that some grade levels do switch stu-
dents for some educational activities so your child may have both 
teachers at his/her grade level.  If you should decide to request a 
particular teacher, please base your reasoning on the educational 
benefits of doing so.  Please remember that not all requests will be 
able to be honored. 
 

Boyer Valley Preschool for 4-Year-Olds 
The Boyer Valley Preschool is accepting applications for its pro-

gram for the 2011 – 2012 school year. Children that are 4-years-old 
prior to September 15, 2011, are eligible to apply.  Please pick up an 
application in the office of either school building. 

For the convenience of parents, our preschool program has a 
classroom in each of the 2 school buildings.  Campus Care (day-
care) can be used in either school building in coordination with the 
preschool program.  Preschool students can ride the regular route 
bus with arrangements.

Preschool classes are available at BVN (Dow City) for MWF from 
8:00 AM – 11:30 AM or T & Th from 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM.  Classes 
are available at BVS (Dunlap) for MWF from 12:00 PM – 3:30 PM.

The preschool program has met the “verified status” for the Iowa 
Quality Preschool Program Standards by the State of Iowa. The 
preschool uses a curriculum that is recommended by the state…
Creative Curriculum.

There are currently no daily/hourly costs.  The program is funded 
by the Statewide Voluntary Preschool for 4-Year-Old funding.  The 
only fee is a milk fee for the year.  This state funding is being dis-
cussed in Iowa legislature so it could change at any time.

Please call the elementary building if you have more questions 
(674-3248).  We would love the opportunity to serve the educational 
needs of your preschool student!

 Spring Attire 
As the temperatures rise we need to be aware of what our el-

ementary students are wearing to school.  Even though the tem-
perature “high” for the day might be warm enough for shorts, most 
students have a morning recess which might still be chilly.  Please 
make sure that your elementary student is dressed for the cooler 
part of the day.  For example, they can wear sweatpants for the 
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 Continued from page 3  Bullpup News    

Principally 
Speaking
By Chad Straight, BV South 6-12 Principal 
straightc@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Iowa Core Moving Forward

Bake Sale Planned
By Junior Jordon Stief, “BV Cares” 

 “BV CARES” will hold our annual bake sale on Tuesday, April 
12.  The group has decided to help out our local community this 
year instead of the global community.  We are going to be giving 
all our earnings to the Cade Petersen family to help pay for medi-
cal expenses.  We are planning a little “baking party” in the Foods 
classroom after school on Monday, April 11, for anyone who 
wishes to donate some time and effort.  Those who cannot join us 
may want to participate by getting one of our packages with reci-
pes and ingredients to make for Tuesday.  We hope to have lots 
of baked goods donated and plenty of people at the bake sale!  
THANKS FOR CARING!

Mark your calendars
• Prom is April 16 at the high school.
• Graduation is May 15 at 1 p.m.
• Spring play Saturday, April 9,  at 7 p.m.

The leadership team at Boyer Valley recently attended another of 
our many meetings on Iowa Core.  Iowa Core is the new educa-
tional initiative in Iowa that requires school districts to implement a 
set of essential skills and concepts in math, English, social studies, 
science, and 21st century skills.  By 2012 each high school in the 
state is required to be implementing Iowa Core in their schools, 
and every student must demonstrate that he/she has met all of the 
essential skills and concepts.

In our last meeting the leadership team conducted a second self 
study of our progress in meeting the requirements of Iowa Core.  
Some of the areas that we continue to look at include adding more 
parent and student input to our leadership team, finding ways to 
document data collection, ensuring alignment of our curriculum 
with Iowa Core, and communicating our progress in Iowa Core to 
stakeholders in the school district.

The alignment aspect of Iowa Core is certainly not new to the 
6-12 staff at Boyer Valley.  At the middle school/high school we 
have done extensive work on aligning our curriculum and match-
ing our standards and benchmarks to our assessments.   Last year 
was the first year teachers documented whether students were 
meeting each standard and benchmark for their classes by analyz-
ing data from their aligned assessments.  In the next few weeks 
the secondary staff will review this process using an alignment tool 
called ICAT.

During our full day staff development in March teachers will 
receive training on the ICAT tool from the AEA.  Teachers will then 
use this data to find possible gaps in the curriculum that need to be 
addressed in order to meet the requirements of Iowa Core. Other 
than the alignment piece of Iowa Core, there are several other sig-
nificant aspects to the initiative.  The state and AEA’s have created 
a training site on the Internet that provides a significant amount of 
information to school districts about characteristics of effective in-
struction, teaching for understanding, collaborating with peers, etc.

      As the Boyer Valley High School teachers move forward in 
the process of meeting the requirements of Iowa Core while using 
the resources available to us, it is important to remember that the 
goal of Iowa Core and any other professional development initiative 
is to improve student achievement.  In the next few months and 
years, regardless of any new initiatives or removal of current ones, 
the staff at Boyer Valley will continue to focus on improving student 
achievement and meeting the needs of all of our students.

cooler part of the day and then take them off and wear their shorts 
for the warmer part of the day.  Students also like to wear sandals 
or flip-flops to school when the temperatures rise.  This type of 
footwear is not encouraged due to the dangers of wearing them on 
the playground.  Tennis shoes are the recommended footwear for 
recess. 

“School Family” Picnic 
Each elementary student is assigned to a school family.  Our 

school families will have a end-of-year picnic on Tuesday, May 24.  
Hot lunch will not be served that day.  Students can bring a sack 
lunch for the picnic.  If you’d prefer that the school make your child 
a sack lunch and apply it to your lunch account, please let your 
child’s teacher know as soon as possible so our cooks can order 
the correct amount of supplies. 
 

Last Day of School 
Unless we miss more school due to weather, the students’ last 

day of school will be Wednesday, May 25.  School will be dismissed 
at 11:15/11:30 AM that day.  The rest of the day will be a teacher 
workday.

FCCLA News
By Betty Alig, FCS instructor,  FCCLA Advisor  
aligb@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

FCCLA went to the district meetings at Onawa in October. In 
November and December, we sent an arrangement for the holidays 
to the Dunlap Nursing Home.  With the cold winter setting in, we did 
a mitten/hat tree for the children at BVN. In February, we provided 
the Basket of the Month for the library.  With spring just around the 
corner, we will be having the annual egg hunt for the preschool-
ers at BVS.  We are hoping to finish our year out by helping a few 
Wednesdays with bingo at the Dunlap Nursing Home.
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Counselor’s 
Corner

By Paul Marlin, MS/HS Guidance 
marlinp@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Counselor’s Corner     continued on page 5

Welcome to the final addition of the Counselor’s Corner for this 
school year!  This edition will briefly recap February and March’s 
events and preview the upcoming events for April and May. 

Elementary Guidance Lessons
In February I taught guidance lessons on Honesty.  We dis-

cussed how important honesty is in everything that we do in life.  
In March I taught guidance lessons on Careers.  The lessons 
were designed to explore personal career interests and to explore 
a variety of career opportunities.   

ITBS
In February the elementary school and middle school students 

took the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) tests.  A week before 
testing began, we talked with all of the students about the im-
portance of the tests and making sure to eat breakfast and get a 
good night sleep the night before testing.  I would like to person-
ally thank all of the parents/guardians for helping prepare their 
kids for testing by having them well rested and ready to test.  I 
thought that the testing went very well, despite having to adjust 
the schedule due to weather related school closings.  Results of 
the tests should be distributed soon. 

ICAN – College Planning
The ICAN College Planning Presentation had to be postponed 

due to scheduling conflicts.  It is currently in the process of being 
rescheduled 

2011-2012 Schedules
All high school students next year registered for classes during 

the first week of March.  All students received their current tran-
scripts, a credit check form (with all of the classes listed that are 
needed to graduate), and a course registration form.  All students 
were required to fill out the registration forms and have them 
signed by their parent/guardian.  I am currently working on sched-
uling all of the students; however this is a lengthy process.  I am 
doing my best to accommodate all students, however due to the 
complexity of scheduling, I cannot guarantee that everyone will 
get all of their top choices.  It is my goal to get all of the schedul-
ing done by the end of April/early May so that students may have 
their schedules before the summer. 

Freshman Orientation
Freshman orientation for current 8th grade students and their 

parents was held on March 24 at 6:45 PM.  We covered such top-
ics as high school requirements, course offerings, extracurricular 
activities, and more.  

Shelby County Career Fair
On March 24, the Sophomores and Juniors attended 

a Career Fair in Harlan.  Students had the opportunity 
to attend 5 seminars on potential careers.  Students 
learned all about particular careers including informa-
tion about the career, amount of education required, 
job outlook, salary, and more.  Students also had the 
opportunity to ask professionals in each field questions.  

NWEA Testing
Students in grades 2-11 began NWEA testing on March 6 and 

are scheduled to complete testing on March 24.  We are hoping to 
have the results of the tests by early April.  As soon as we get the 
results in, we will send each student’s results home with them.  

Middle School Reward Parties
The Middle School will be having a couple rewards parties at 

the end of March or early April.  The first reward party will be for 
students who have succeeded academically and who have had 
good behavior at school.  The second reward party is for students 
who were proficient on the ITBS testing or who improved their 
previous score.  This reward party is a trial party designed to give 
students additional motivation to take ITBS testing seriously and 
try their very best.  

6th Grade Orientation
On May 6, all of the current 5th grade students will have 6th 

grade orientation.  Students will meet teachers, take a tour of the 
building, and ask any questions they may have about being a 6th 
grade student next year.  After orientation, the 5th grade students 
will take part in the Puppy Relays.

MS Dance
On April 15 the Middle School will be having a dance.  The dance 

will be from 7pm-9pm.

I Have A Plan Iowa
In April, all of the 7th and 8th grade students will be utilizing the 

I Have A Plan Iowa website.  Students will explore future career 
opportunities and outline their high school careers.  After students 
create an account, they will be able to access the I Have A Plan 
Iowa website at home.  I encourage all parents/guardians to use 
this resource to spark discussion with their kids about their future. 
 

7th Grade Field Trip
On May13, all of the 7th graders will be going on a Field Trip to 

the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center in Sioux City.  As the field 
trip gets closer, I will send more information home with students.

Jammers Day
On May 24, all of the Middle School students will be going to 

Nelson’s Park for Jammers Day.   This will be an all day trip, with 
lots of fun games and activities.  As the field trip gets closer I will 
send more information home with students.
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Scholarships Winners
If any seniors have received scholarships that they would like 

to have announced at graduation, please let me know by May 5.  
I would like to recognize all of the scholarships that students have 
received, however I am not aware of many scholarships that do 
not go through the school.  You can feel free to call, email, or mail 
me information about awarded scholarships.  I really appreciate 
you help! 

Financial Aid
All seniors planning on attending a college or university next 

year and who have not completed their FAFSA should complete 
it ASAP.   Seniors interested in scholarships need to complete 
scholarships as soon as possible because deadlines for most 
scholarships are quickly approaching (some have already 
passed).  Scholarships information is available in the guidance 
office. 

Thank You
It has been my honor and pleasure to be Boyer Valley’s K-12 

Guidance Counselor this year.  I could not have asked for a more 
welcoming and supportive staff and community.  All of you have 
helped make this a great year!  I am looking forward to many 
more great years here at Boyer Valley!   
As always, if you have any questions/comments/concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 712-643-2258 or mar-
linp@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us.

Music Notes
By Jim Jordan, MS/HS Band/Choir Director
jordanj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Honor Bands:
Buena Vista Honor Band participants were:  Jordon Stief, Rosa-

rio Nelson, Lexi Seuntjens, Allison Kahl, Ann Bunten, Melinda See, 
Joel Heaps.  Thanks to Jerry Bertrand and Buena Vista University 
in Storm Lake for their wonderful hospitality that day.

Western Valley Conference Honor Band participants were:  
Chelsy Kremin, Rosario Nelson, Caitlin Nichols, Lexi Seuntjens, 
Jordon Stief, Taryn Fouts, Holly Brock, Damon Hopkins, Alex 
Whiteing, Nathan Ambrose, Kyle Behrendt, Mali Bounsana, Ann  
Bunten, Catherine Dublinske, Claire Gambs, Joel Heaps, Allison 
Kahl, Blake Koch, Lara Laubscher, Walter Schaben, Melinda See, 
and Madison Seuntjens.  We would like to express thanks to the 
Whiting School and music teacher for hosting the event this year.

Pops Concert:
I would like to extend a big thank you to all of the students who 

participated in the Pops Concert on March 3rd.  The concert went 
very well and you all should be congratulated for your fine work.  
Thanks to everyone who attended and helped make it a fun and 
special evening for our students.

Spring Concert:  
The spring music concert will be held on Tuesday, May 3, 2011 

at 7:00 p.m. at Boyer Valley South.  There will be performances 
by the 6th grade band, 6th grade choir/music, JH Band, JH Choir, 
HS Band, and HS Choir.

High School Music Contest:
High School Solo/Ensemble Music Contest will be held on Sat-

urday, April 9th in Woodbine.  Good luck to all participants!

Music Trips:
The middle school music trip to Adventureland will be on 

Wednesday, May 25th.  Information was mailed to parents earlier 
this month.  Any parents who wish to go along on the trip as 
chaperones need to pay their $40 to the school by April 11th.  
Permission forms for students and music shirt order forms/money 
are also due at that time.  The music shirts will be used each year 
for the middle school music trip and will also be used for any high 
school music trip.

The high school music trip to Chicago will take place on Thurs-
day through Sunday, May 26-29th.  An informational packet and 
forms were sent the week after the February school board meet-
ing to the parents of these students.  There will be an additional 
mailing in the near future which will contain a medical consent 
form and information about an upcoming parent/student informa-
tion meeting with a representative of Star Destinations Travel 
Company.  That meeting will take place approximately 3-4 weeks 
before the trip.

5th Grade Band students Solo Contest 
100% Superior I ratings 5th year
By Dennis Fett, K-5 Music Director
fettd@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us
 

The Boyer Valley 5th grade band traveled again to Sioux City 
Band Olympics solo contest on Saturday, March 19, 2011.  This is 
the 9th year that Dennis Fett and his students have participated at 
the Band Olympics and each year his students do better than the 
last.  5th grade Band Director Fett said, “ It is nice to see that all 
those hours of practice and hard work resulted with 100% superior 
ratings again this year.

Trumpet player, Grant Gorham received a perfect 1+ score mak-
ing him the 5th student in Fett’s 12 years at Boyer Valley school to 
receive a perfect score.  It should be noted that Grant Gorham is 
the first trumpet player to earn a perfect score in 12 years.

Making the list for a perfect record of 100 % of all band students 
receiving Superior I ratings are: 1+ (30 points, a perfect score) 
Grant Gorham on trumpet, 1+ (29 points) , Connor Bohlin on Flute, 
Kaylee Tremel on Flute, Holly Heistand on Clarinet, Christy Nemei-
la on Clarinet, Shay Reetz  on Clarinet, Nikolas Ahart on Trumpet, 
Ashton Collins on Trumpet, 1, (28 points) Grace Reineke on Flute, 
Shelby Cooper on Flute, Ella Meyer on Clarinet, Brittney Shumate 
on Trumpet, Anna Puck on Trumpet, Justin Heaps on Trumpet, 
Jacob Russmann on Trumpet. I, (27 points), Lindsey Anderson on 
alto Saxophone.

Just going to contest and playing a solo after six months of play-
ing an instrument is a major accomplishment.  Also, to do so well in 

5th Grade Band     continued on page 6
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    From the
Nurse’s Office
By Jodi Klein, RN School Nurse 
kleinj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Questions 
and answers for 
parents about pre teen vaccines
Q: What are the pre-teen vaccines?
A: (Tdap) Tetanus-diphtheria-acelluar pertussis vaccine (MCV4) 
Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine (HPV) Human papillomavirus 
vaccine Tdap and meningococcal vaccines are recommended for 
all preteens starting at 1 1-1 2 years of age. HPV vaccination is 
recommended for girls to prevent cervical cancer: boys and young 
men may choose to get this vaccine to prevent genital warts. 
Preteens should also get the following vaccinations if they missed 
them during childhood: hepatitis B, measles-mumps-rubella 
(MMR), polio, and varicella (chickenpox).

Q: Why are these vaccines necessary?
A: These vaccines prevent serious, sometimes life threatening 
diseases. As children move into adolescence they are at a higher-
risk for meningitis and HPV. For diseases like pertussis (whooping 
cough), the protection from vaccines received in childhood can  
wear off over time, so pre-teens need a booster shot, called Tdap.

Q: When should pre-teens be vaccinated?
A: Pre-teens can receive all of these vaccines during a health 
check-up when they are 1 1 or 12 years old. If your child missed 
that check-up or any vaccines, ask your child’s doctor about get-
ting the vaccines now and prior to going off to college.

Q: What is Tdap Vaccine
A: The Tdap vaccine protects against diphtheria, tetanus, and 
pertussis. All of these are serious, potentially deadly illnesses 
caused by bacteria. Tdap is recommended as a booster to the 
Dtap vaccine in people ages 1 1-64. If you previously had the Td 
vaccine in the last 10 years, ask your doctor if you also need the 
Tdap vaccine to protect you against whooping cough.

Q: What is meningococcal conjugate vaccine?
A: Meningococcal disease is a serious infection caused by bac-
teria. Meningococcal bacteria can infect the blood, spinal cord, 
and brain. These conditions can be fatal. Becoming infected with 
meningitis (infection of the spinal cord and lining of the brain) is 
much more dangerous to your health than receiving this-vaccine.

Q: What is genital HPV infection?
A: Genital human papillomavims is the most common sexually 
transmitted infection. There are more than 40 HPV types that can 
infect the genital areas of males and females. These HPV types 
can also infect the mouth and throat. Most people who become 
infected with HPV do not even know they have it.

solo contest speaks well for the band students and the Boyer Valley 
Community School. 

The Sioux City Band Olympics solo contest is a competition 
mainly for larger school districts in the northwest part of Iowa. This 
means judging is much tougher.  This contest was run much like the 
standards used for the Iowa High School Music Association’s Solo 
and Ensemble Contest for high school students.

The students are given points for their many musical abilities.  
Solos are rated from 0 (lowest) to 5 (highest) in each of the follow-
ing categories: Tone Quality, Intonation, Rhythm (including pulse 
and steadiness), Technique (articulation, range, accuracy), Interpre-
tation (style, phrasing, tempo, dynamics, and emotion), and finally 
Other Performance Factors (choice of literature (music) and pos-
ture). All of the points in each category are added to assign a rating 
for each student ranging from one plus (1+) to three minus (3 -).

 A lot of hard work goes into performing a band solo at contest.  
In August of each year, fifth grade band students begin to learn 
how to play a musical instrument.  It takes a lot of hard work and 
patience from the students, director/teacher, and parents to make 
learning to play an instrument an enjoyable experience.  The Winter 
Concert is a time to show off everything the students have learned.  
Once the community has enjoyed the concert, the students begin to 
realize how much fun playing a musical instrument can be and they 
begin to learn more and more with enthusiasm.

It is then time to begin work on solo contests and prepare for the 
Sioux City Band Olympics.  Students spend many hours at home 
with the encouragement of their parents practicing.  They then 
have their band lesson in school going over their individual solo 
pieces.  Once it gets closer to contest time, a piano accompanist is 
brought in which allows the students to play their solo number with 
the piano.  This is a time of adjustment for the students and a time 
of realization of an enjoyable musical solo.  The results of all of this 
hard work are shown at the solo contest in Sioux City.

Fett wants to thank all the parents along with piano accompanist, 
Deb Garrett, for all they did in helping our students do so well at 
contest this year.”  In addition, we want to honor Deb Garrett for be-
ing the 5th grade band accompanist for the last 12 years under the 
direction of band instructor Dennis Fett.

 Continued from page 5  5th Grade Band

Q: What health problems can HPV cause?
A: Certain types of HPV can cause genital warts in males and 
females. Rarely, these types can also cause warts in the throat. 
Other HPV types can cause cervical cancer. These types can also 
cause other, less common but serious cancers, including cancers 
of the vulva, vagina, penis, anus, and head and neck (tongue, 
tonsils and throat). There is no way to know which people who get 
HPV will go on to develop cancer or other health problems. ,

Q: If I have questions concerning my child’s immunizations 
and records whom do 1 contact?
A: If any questions or concerns please contact their family doctor
or Jodi Klein at BVS 712-643-2251 or BVN 712-674-3248
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U p d a t e
By Jayne Klein, HS Student Council Advisor 
kleinja@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Show your Bulldog Pride
Order a 2011-12 Yearbook Today!
By Ted Mallory, Yearbook Advisor 
malloryt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

A yearbook is the original “social network.” It shows readers 
their friends in action and reaction. It documents what makes this 
school year different from others. And for years to come it will 
serve as a reference book that you’ll be able to turn to, to identify 
who was in what and which name goes with what face.

Some people like to have a yearbook for every year they’ve 
been in school (K-College). Others feel like they only need it 
for milestone years, like Kindergarten, Eighth grade and Senior 
years. Is there something special about this year that you’d like to 
remember?

We think that the Archive is something that every Boyer Valley 
Bulldog would enjoy. But apparently hanging posters and offering 
order forms at parent/teacher conferences isn’t enough. We need 
your help. Please order a yearbook AND ask your friends why 
they haven’t ordered one yet. 

It’s not just a matter of making money to cover our costs, it’s 
part of having school spirit, school pride, and a sense of inclusion, 
identity and community. Let’s raise a purple tide of bulldog pride. 
Let’s start by making yearbooks a “given” again, a ubiquitous part 
of our school culture. Maybe next we can bring back letterman 
jackets and pennants! Why not?

Wow, I can’t believe it is already the end of the year coming 
upon us so quickly! We have had a busy past couple of months 
and the students have done a great job of doing their part. We 
had a very successful Pennies for Patients campaign this year. 
We raised $819.79 through our penny wars and the middle school 
donating their share! The winning class of the Penny Wars were 
the sophomore class and they were awarded with a pizza and pop 
party. This is the second year in a row this class has won. Great 
job to them! The middle school students also reached their $150 
goal and will be having a root beer float party.

During Gnimocemoh week, the Optimist group sponsored a 
dodgeball tournament. We had 19 teams sign up and had a pretty 
good turnout again this year. The winning team was the Boliv-
ian Bollweevils, which they also won last year! They will receive 
a t-shirt from the Optimist Group for their championship. Also 
receiving a t-shirt will be the team Spaceshot! for their unique 
costumes. Thanks for all the helpers who made this a fun night for 
the students.

A special thank you to our senior members of student council. 
Some of these seniors have served on the council for all four 
years of high school. These student leaders are: Dillon Malone, 
Sean Klein, Shelby Houston, Mark Hanigan, and Nick Sullivan. 
They will be missed next year and I have appreciated their leader-
ship to our group. Good luck to them all in the future endeavors!

By Sarah Malone, coordinator
malones@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Zoo Trip
Mentors and their students will be 

traveling to the zoo on April 14th for an 
end of the year celebration.  TeamMates 
chapters from across Iowa and Nebraska 

will gather at the zoo to celebrate the impact 
that mentoring makes on youth.  Chapters who 

have graduating seniors will be honored.  This 
will also serve as our “One Hour Walk” for the 

year.  Every year the walk is held to represent 
the one hour that mentors spend with their 
student each week at school.

Sponsors
If you would like to become a TeamMates sponsor please see 

the sponsorship form.

T-shirts
We are ordering Boyer Valley TeamMates t-shirts.  They will be 

available to the public for $10 ($12 for XXL).  Shirts need to be 
ordered by April 7th and will be delivered the following week. 

Mentor Lunch
We will be hosting our 2nd semester mentor lunch sometime in 

May. The lunch will be in the BVS conference room.  Anyone who 
is interested in becoming a mentor is invited to attend.  Current 
mentors will be available to answer questions about the program.  
RSPVs are appreciated, but not required.  

BV TeamMates Board
The board is looking for 3 new members to serve a 3-year 

term.  The board meets once a quarter.  Meetings are an hour to 
an hour and a half long.  If you are interested in volunteering as a 
board member please contact me at either school building.

“The nose of the Bulldog  
has been slanted backwards  

so that he can breathe  
without letting go”
 ~Winston Churchill
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After Prom 
Committee Update
By Jayne Klein, HS Student Council Advisor 
kleinja@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

After Prom activities will begin at 12 a.m. We will have games 
from 12 a.m.-3:15 a.m. There will be a hypnotist here to perform 
from 3:30-5:00 a.m. Prizes will be awarded immediately after the 
hypnotist is finished. There will be a senior prize table and a junior 
prize table.

Here is an updated committee list. If your name is not listed and 
you would like to help or thought you were helping, please contact 
Jayne Klein.  

Chaperones/Check-in 
at the door: (be there 
by 11:30 PM)

Hollie and Rick Nelson

Jeff and Michelle Stephens 

Set up committee: 
(be there after grand 
march)
John and Jayne Klein

Mark and Theresa McAllister

Nick and Darcy Behrendt

Rick and Hollie Nelson

Gale Miller and Rhonda Gibson

Tom and Lisa Hast

Randy and Lila Coenen

Connie Carter 

Entertainment 
Workers: (be there by 
11:15 PM)
John and Jayne Klein

Tom and Lisa Hast

Andrea and Tyler Lampe

Diana and Jeff Klein

Chad and Jen Muff

Perry Staley

Mark and Theresa McAllister

Gale Miller and Rhonda Gibson 

Cleanup Committee: 
(be there by 3:15 am)
Randy and Nancy Mitchell

Gina and George Hull

Entertainment workers will 
still be there to help 

Food Committee:
(be there and ready  
to serve at 12 a.m.)
Greg and Deb Brown

Connie Elder

Robert and Rachel Kroll

Mark and Sue Nemitz

Leo and Dawn Lapke

Mary Bonham

NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT 
SURVEY
All school districts in the state of Iowa are re-
quired to conduct periodic needs assessments 
for their districts.  It has been several years since 
Boyer Valley has done a needs assessment and 
we are now ready to conduct the survey.

With help from Green Hills AEA, we have surveys 
ready for staff, students and parents.   
Go to 
http://www.ghaea.org/surveys/boyervalley/bvparent.htm

It should take you approximately 10-15 minutes 
to complete.  All results remain anonymous and 
after you click “submit” at the end of the survey, 
the results are sent to the AEA where they will 
be tabulated.  We ask that you only complete the 
survey once. 

This is a positive experience for the district as we 
hope to identify ways we can improve our school 
district. 

If you have any questions, please contact your 
building principal, or Mr. Vint.  We would like 
the surveys completed by April 22nd so we can 
compile the results by the end of the school 
year.  Information gathered from the surveys 
will be shared with all district stakeholders.  This 
needs assessment will also be a valuable tool for 
our Department of Education Site Visit which is 
scheduled for next year.

 
Thank you in advance for your participation.
Mr. Vint
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Sp   rts
Varsity Track

Date Meet Level Location Time    
TH 03/31 Audubon Early Bird G/Varsity Audubon 4:30 PM
FR 04/01 Monarch Co-Ed G/B Varsity Denison 4:30 PM
TU 04/05 MV/AO Co-Ed G/B Varsity Mapleton 4:30 PM
TH 04/07 Big Red Invitational B/Varsity Missouri Valley 4:30 PM    
TH 04/07 BV Girls Invitational G/Varsity Dunlap 4:30 PM
TU 04/12 Spartan Invitational G/Varsity Onawa 4:30 PM    
TU 04/12 Bob Evans Relays B/Varsity Logan 4:30 PM
TH 04/14 OA-BCIG Co-Ed  G/B Varsity Ida Grove 4:30 PM
FR 04/15 Glidden-Ralston coed  G/B Varsity Glidden 5:00 PM  
MO 04/18 Ace Nelson Relays G/Varsity Denison 4:30 PM
TU 04/19 Treynor Girls Invite G/Varsity Treynor 4:30 PM
TU 04/19 Spatan Invitational B/Varsity Onawa 4:30 PM
MO 04/25 Woodbine Invitational B/Varsity Woodbine 4:30 PM
TU 04/26 Falcon Girls Invite G/Varsity Ida Grove 4:30 PM    
TH 04/28 Woodbine Invitational B/Varsity Woodbine 4:30 PM
MO 05/02 WVC Meet G/Varsity Ida Grove 4:30 PM    
TH 05/05 LoMa Co-Ed B/Varsity Logan 4:30 PM
MO 05/09 BV Boys Invitational G/Varsity Dunlap 4:30 PM  

MS Track
Date  Meet  Location  Time
Thr Apr. 14 Woodbine  Invite Woodbine  4:00 PM
Tue Apr. 19 Boyer Valley Invite Dunlap  4:00 PM
Tue Apr. 26 LoMa Invite Logan  4:00 PM
Thr Apr. 28 Harrison Co. Mondamin 4:00 PM
Mon May 09 Little Red Relays Missouri Valley 4:00 PM
Tue May 10 WVC Jr. High Onawa  4:00 PM

2011 Golf
Date Opponent Level Location Time    
MO 04/04 WVC  B/Varsity Logan 4:00PM
MO 04/04 WVC  G/Varsity Manning/Manilla 4:00PM
Tue 04/05 BV/Wbn/WM/COU B/G Varsity Dunlap 4:00PM
MO 04/11 WVC  B/Varsity Onawa 4:00PM
Tue 04/12 COU B/Jr Varsity Dunlap 4:00PM
Thu 04/14 Dn/Crl-Kemp/BV B JV/Varsity Denison 4:00PM
Fri 04/15 MV/AO G/Varsity Dunlap 4:00PM
Fri 04/15 MV/AO B/Jr. Varsity Dunlap 4:00PM
Sat 04/16 Westwood Tourney B/Varsity Sloan 9:00AM
Mon 04/18 WVC G/Varsity Onawa 4:00PM
Mon 04/18 WVC B/Varsity Manning/Manilla 4:00PM
Tue 04/19 OA-BCIG/BV, SCC G JV/Varsity Ida Grove 4:00PM
Tue 04/19 OA-BCIG/BV, SCC B JV/Varsity Ida Grove 4:00PM
Thu 04/21 BV/Wdbn/W.Mo G/B Varsity Dunlap  
4:00PM
Tue 04/26 WVC G/Varsity Woodbine 4:00PM
Tue 04/26 WVC B/Varsity Dunlap 4:00PM
Fir   04/29 Conference Rain Day Varsity 4:00PM
Sat 04/30  OA-BCIG Tourn. B/Varsity Odebolt 9:00AM
Sat 04/30  OA-BCIG Tourn. G/Varsity Ida Grove 9:00AM
Mon 05/02 WVC B/Varsity Woodbine 4:00PM
Mon 05/02 WVC G/Varsity Dunlap 4:00PM
Tue 05/03 CR-Bayard G/Varsity Coon Rapids 4:30PM
Fri 05/06 Glidden/Ralston G/Varsity Dunlap 4:30PM
Sat 05/07 CR-B Invite B/Varsity Coon Rapids 8:00AM
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